    TOWN OF SEABROOK ISLAND

Town Council Meeting of June 23, 2015
MINUTES

After the pledge of allegiance, Mayor Ahearn called the June 23, 2015, Town Council meeting to order at approximately 2:45 p.m.  Councilmen Ciancio, Gregg, Romano and Turner, Town Administrator Pierce, Town Clerk Allbritton and several guests attended the meeting.  The meeting was properly posted and the requirements of the SC Freedom of Information Act were met.

Minutes – The minutes of the Town Council meeting of May 26, 2015, were unanimously approved as written.  
Financials – Mayor Ahearn reported that revenues for the month of May were about $56,000 more than budget.  Revenues for the year to date are more than $420,000 and are almost $140,000 more than budget.  Expenditures for the month of May were approximately $68,000 and were more than budget by about $13,500; and, for the year to date, expenditures are $293,000, which is almost $40,000 under budget.  For the month of May, revenues exceeded expenditures by about $42,600; and, for the year to date, revenues exceed expenditures by approximately $130,000. 
Citizens/Guests Presentations, Comments: 
· Proposal Requesting Funds for the Alan Fleming, Sr., Tennis Tournament – Sam Miller and Rich Goheen, Co-Chairs of the event, Mike Kaiser, Seabrook Island’s tennis pro, and Nancy Buck, one of the sponsors of the event, attended the meeting on behalf of the tournament.  Sam Miller reported that this tournament has been held for the last 35 years and is the largest senior tournament in the southern part of the United States.  The Tournament has national championship status for mixed doubles for 40, 50, 60 and 70 year olds and is a premier tournament sponsored by the U.S. Tennis Association.  The tournament is sponsored financially by some businesses and individuals and money is raised to help pay for the tournament, but the event is always very close to break even or operates at a slight loss each year.  The budget this year is approximately $20,000.  Mr. Miller stated that they would like for the Town to consider becoming a Presenter Sponsor for the event, which would mean a contribution of between $3,000 and $5,000.  A Presenter Sponsor would be the sponsor for a cocktail party on Thursday that would be held to welcome the players and a dinner on Friday night.  There would be banners at courtside, advertising on webpages and other advertising opportunities that would designate the Town as a sponsor.  The Alan Fleming, Sr., Tennis Tournament brings about $330,000 of direct and indirect spending into the area.  Mike Kaiser stated that, since the tournament went to the national level last year, the audience has grown and the event is attracting people from approximately 20 states; but, being a national tournament, brings on additional costs.  Nancy Buck stated that her rental agency had 25 condo/house rentals as a result of the tournament last year and one person, that she was aware of, purchased property as a result of the event.   Other events leading up to the tournament raise money for a charity, as well as individual donations, but money from sponsors for the tournament goes directly toward financing the tennis tournament.  Councilman Ciancio stated that his advertising budget was already spoken for and that any contribution from the Town would have to come from the general fund.  In response to a question from Council, Mike Kaiser stated that August 1 would be the deadline for letting the committee know if the Town is willing to be a sponsor so that they would have time to print banners and other materials.  Councilman Turner recommended that Council look at the budget to determine if the Town should become a sponsor of the event for this year.  
Reports of Standing Committees, Commissions, Boards:
Governments Relations – No Report
Community Relations – Councilman Romano reported that the Property Owners Association’s Planning Committee met on June 11.  The Property and Landscape Improvement Subcommittee continue to investigate ways to improve aging properties and the Planning Committee continues to work on items that need to be included in the 2016 Strategic Plan.  
Community Relations – Councilman Gregg reported that the Club’s Long Range Planning Committee met on June 16 and 17.  The 2016 Strategic Plan is currently in circulation to the committee and the Club Board for approval later this summer.  

Public Safety – Councilman Gregg reported that the Town’s Public Safety Committee will meet on June 29; and Carl Simmons, Charleston County Building Services Director, will attend the meeting to discuss the Town’s Hazard Mitigation Plan, the possibility of obtaining grant funds and improving the Town’s Community Rating, which would result in a larger discount for private homeowner’s hazard insurance.  
A hurricane training exercise was held at the Town Hall on June 2 and 3.  The Town should receive the exercise report from consultant, Scott Cave, by the end of the week and a meeting of the Disaster Recovery Council will be scheduled to review the results.  
Councilman Gregg reported that Disaster Awareness Day was held on June 11 and was fairly well attended by Seabrook Island residents.  Councilman Gregg thanked Town Administrator Pierce for organizing the event.  Mayor Ahearn commented that Kiawah and Seabrook Island will alternate holding the event each year and that the information presented each year will be different.  
Communications/Planning Commission – Councilman Turner reported that in 11 days of patrolling the beach patrol had issued 40 warnings and the majority of them were issued to visitors on Seabrook Island.  Councilman Turner suggested that a handout could be made similar to the beach rules sign for the beach patrol to hand out.  Councilman Turner also expressed an interest in sending a copy of the beach rules to the rental agencies so that they could be sent out in paper or electronic form with rental packets.  Janet Gorski, Vice President of the Property Owners Association, and Allan Keener, a representative of COVAR, also asked for an electronic copy.
Planning & Development – Councilman Ciancio reported that the sweepstakes run by Conde Nast has ended and winners have been selected.  Conde Nast had guaranteed the Town 700,000 exposures through their website and websites of their affiliates and the Town actually had 712,800 exposures.  As specified in our contract with Conde Nast, there were three days during the period where Conde Nast’s homepage was dedicated to Seabrook Island; and, on those days, no other ads appeared on their homepage.  The Town also had exposure on Conde Nast’s Social Media outlets with dedicated exposure on both its Facebook page and on its Twitter account on multiple days.  As a result of the Conde Nast activity, we were able to see increased traffic directed to the Town website.  Sweepstakes winners have been contacted and we are waiting to be notified of the timeframe in which they wish to collect their prizes.  Contest rules specify that winners must exercise their trip rights before the end of the calendar year.  The Town is planning an advertising campaign which will focus on the winners and their experience at Seabrook Island.
Ways & Means – No Report
Planning Commission – No Report
Board of Zoning Appeals – No Report
Reports of Ad Hoc Committees:
Accommodations Tax Advisory –No Report
Reports of Town Officers:
Mayor – Mayor Ahearn reported that the July Town Council meeting will be held on July 28th even though two members will be absent.  If the meeting were moved up a week, there would still be two members who would not be able to attend.  
Town Administrator – Town Administrator Pierce reported that the beach patrol had missed a few days recently because of the extra duty they have been working downtown, but their schedule should get back to normal shortly.  The fireworks display will be held on Friday, July 3rd and the rain date is scheduled for July 5th.  
Town Council Members – See Above
Utility Commission – Commission Chairman Bostock reported that the Utility Commission financials for May were pretty much on budget and operations in May for both water and sewer were normal.  The Eagle Island pumping station at Cassique has now been accepted by the Utility Commission.
Michael Seezen, the Commission’s Bond Attorney, attended the meeting in order to answer any questions that Council might have before second reading on the Bond Ordinance.  Chairman Bostock pointed out that Mr. Seezen and Commissioner Vancini had worked awfully hard on this effort for the last several months and that this would save the Utility Commission in excess of $1,000,000 over the next 20 years.  
Petitions Received, Referred or Disposed of:  None
Ordinances for First Reading:  
· Ordinance 2015-06, An Ordinance to Amend Seabrook Island’s Town Code Relating to Electronic Filing of Statements of Economic Interest – Councilman Ciancio stated that previously the Statement of Economic Interest form had been filed contemporaneously with the filing of the Statement of Candidacy.  The Statement of Economic Interest must now be filed within 15 days of submitting the Statement of Candidacy and must be done electronically.  Councilman Ciancio moved to accept ordinance 2015-06 in the form as presented to Council.  Councilman Turner seconded the motion and the vote to approve was unanimous.
· Ordinance 2015-07, An Ordinance to Amend the Development Standards Ordinance Relating to the Seabrook Island PUD “Beaches as Trust” Subdistrict – Councilman Ciancio stated that this ordinance proposes to amend Sec. 9.10.10 of the Development Standards Ordinance and removes the need to obtain a permit from the Town.  Only a permit from the Property Owners Association will be required unless the root system of the vegetation will be disturbed or if there will be complete removal of vegetation; and, in that case, permission must be obtained from DHEC.  The determination of the height that the vegetation can be trimmed will be left to the Property Owners Association.   Sec. 9.10.10 (ii) has been added at the request of the Planning Commission so that the Town will not have to issue permits for the area adjacent to Ocean Forest lying seaward of the setback line, but permission will have to be obtained from the Property Owners Association.  Councilman Ciancio moved to accept Ordinance 2015-07 on first reading.  Councilman Turner seconded the motion and the vote to approve was unanimous.  
Ordinances for Second Reading:  
· Ordinance 2015-02, An Ordinance to Amend the Town Code for the Town of Seabrook Island Regarding Waterways and Beaches – Councilman Ciancio moved to table second reading on Ordinance 2015-02 for an indefinite period until various issues are addressed.  Councilman Turner seconded the motion and the vote to approve was unanimous. 
· Ordinance 2015-03, An Ordinance to Amend Article 3 of the Town’s Development Standards Ordinance Regarding Nonconforming Buildings – Councilman Ciancio moved that Ordinance 2015-03 be adopted on second reading.   Councilman Gregg stated that the clause, “Except as provided in Sec. 3.30.20”, was left out of Sec. 3.30.40 at the beginning of the first sentence.   Councilman Gregg also stated that he thought the phrase, “and location relative to property lines”, was also to be added in Sec. 3.30.20 after “Footprint shall be defined as the surface space”.  Councilman Ciancio agreed and amended his motion to include both changes.  Councilman Gregg seconded the motion and the vote to approve was unanimous.
· Ordinance 2015-05, Series 2015 Bond Ordinance Authorizing the Issuance of not Exceeding $5,500,000 Principal Amount Water and Sewer System Refunding Revenue Bonds – Councilman Romano moved to adopt Ordinance 2015-05 on second reading.  Councilman Gregg seconded the motion and the vote to adopt was unanimous.  Councilman Ciancio reminded Council that this bond is to be payable solely from the revenues generated from the Seabrook Island Utility Commission; and, as such, the bond does not constitute additional debt of the Town and does not impair the Town’s ability to borrow in case of emergency.  
Miscellaneous Business:  None
Citizens Comments:  
Battalion Chief Gary Lohr, from the St. Johns Fire Department, introduced himself as the newly appointed person in charge of fire prevention.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:50 p.m.
Approved:  July 28, 2015


Faye Allbritton, Clerk/Treasurer


 
