    TOWN OF SEABROOK ISLAND

Town Council Meeting of June 29, 2015
MINUTES

After the pledge of allegiance, Mayor Ahearn called the June 29, 2015, Town Council meeting to order at 12:00 p.m.  Councilmen Ciancio, Gregg, Romano and Turner, Town Administrator Pierce and Town Clerk Allbritton attended the meeting.  The meeting was properly posted and the requirements of the SC Freedom of Information Act were met.
Discussion Concerning the Confederate Battle Flag – Mayor Ahearn proposed that the Town send a letter to Representative McCoy and Senator Campsen asking them to vote, at the appropriate time, to remove the Confederate flag from the statehouse grounds.  Councilman Gregg moved that a letter be drafted as previously stated.  Councilman Turner seconded the motion.  Councilman Romano stated that he is in favor of the flag being taken down but the thing that bothered him is that none of the Councilmembers are from the South and have no historical background with the flag.  Councilman Ciancio agreed that it is difficult to understand what the flag means to people from the South but there is no question that it needs to come down.  Councilman Ciancio remarked that perhaps we need to state in the letter that it should be moved to a less controversial place that recognizes its historical significance.  Councilman Turner stated that he agrees about the flag issue but feels that the various monuments to soldiers that served should be maintained and respected.  Councilman Gregg also stated that he does not feel that every monument that has the depiction of the Confederate flag should be removed.  The vote to approve the motion was unanimous.  Councilman Ahearn stated that the Chamber of Commerce is also asking towns to sign a petition on the same subject and asked Council if he should sign such a letter on behalf of Seabrook Island.  Councilman Turner moved that the Mayor should sign the petition proposed by the Chamber of Commerce provided it is consistent with what has been discussed previously.  Councilman Gregg seconded the motion and the vote to approve was unanimous.
Town Advertising at the Alan Fleming Senior Tennis Tournament – Mayor Ahearn stated that a proposal was made at the June Town Council meeting that the Town take advantage of an advertising opportunity by becoming a Presenter Sponsor of the Alan Fleming, Sr., Tennis Tournament.  Councilman Ciancio commented that his advertising budget for 2015 is accounted for but thinks supporting this event is a good idea, but his only concern with the expenditure is that the Town might be criticized for subsidizing the Club.  Councilman Romano stated that this event draws a lot of people that rent villas and houses and would be a good way of advertising the island to many people coming in from various states.  Councilman Romano made a motion to contribute $5,000 in order to take advantage of this advertising opportunity and become a Presenter Sponsor of the Alan Fleming, Sr., Tennis Tournament.  Councilman Gregg seconded the motion and the vote to approve was unanimous. Councilman Ciancio remarked that the Town should ask to approve whatever is done to promote the Town by way of advertising for the event.
July 4th Parade – When Mayor Ahearn asked how many councilmembers were interested in participating in the July 4th parade, all seemed to be interested; therefore,  the Town Administrator will make arrangements for the 8 passenger golf cart to be delivered on Thursday so that it can be decorated on Friday.
Miscellaneous Business:  Mayor Ahearn asked Council for their thoughts on what should be done regarding the chumming/shark fishing issue that was brought to the Town’s attention recently by a visitor’s email.  At present, there is nothing in Town Ordinances about this issue.  Town Administrator Pierce stated that, if the Beach Patrol were on duty that day, they would ordinarily have asked the fisherman to move to an area where there were no swimmers.  Councilman Romano stated that the Town cannot ban fishing off the shore but attracting sharks can be banned for a certain distance off the shore.  Councilman Ciancio commented that the Town can ban chumming one mile seaward of the high tide line.  Councilman Turner remarked that he thinks as long as the Beach Patrol will tell the people that they are endangering public safety he thinks that would be sufficient in such a case.  The Town Administrator was instructed to try to get a Beach Patrol representative to come to the July Town Council meeting to give a report.  

Councilman Ciancio remarked that there will be a vacancy on the St. Johns Fire Commission when Sue Holloman’s term is completed since she does not wish to continue to serve on the Commission.  Councilman Romano suggested that the vacancy could possibly be run in The Seabrooker.
Councilman Ciancio also mentioned that Council should have a Ways & Means meeting to discuss the beach ordinance.  After discussion of several dates, Council decided to have a Ways & Means meeting on July 9 at 2:30 p.m.
The meeting was adjourned at 1:10 p.m.

Approved:  July 28, 2015


Faye Allbritton, Clerk/Treasurer


 
