    TOWN OF SEABROOK ISLAND

Town Council Meeting of February 24, 2015
MINUTES
After the pledge of allegiance, Mayor Ahearn called the February 24, 2015, Town Council meeting to order at 2:30 p.m.  Councilmen Ciancio, Gregg, Romano and Turner, Town Administrator Pierce, Town Clerk Allbritton and several guests attended the meeting.  The meeting was properly posted and the requirements of the SC Freedom of Information Act were met.
Minutes – The minutes of the Town Council meeting of January 27, 2015, were unanimously approved as written.  
Financials – Mayor Ahearn reported that revenues for the month of January were $56,211 and were above budget by more than $16,000 and above the previous year by about $15,000.  Expenditures for the month of January were $42,000 and were under budget by about $75,000.  The excess of revenues over expenditures for the month of January is $14,300.    Mayor Ahearn reported that the excess of revenues over expenditures for 2014 was $415,279.  Councilman Romano moved to transfer $300,000 from the General Fund into the Emergency Fund.  Councilman Turner seconded the motion and the vote to approve was unanimous. 
Citizens/Guests Presentations, Comments:  None
Reports of Standing Committees, Commissions, Boards:
Governments Relations – No Report
Community Relations – Councilman Romano reported that the Property Owners Association’s Planning Committee met on February 10 and was mostly a review since this was a transitional meeting because of the new POA Board taking office.  Councilman Romano also reported that Bohicket Marina has been awarded an $850,000 grant to expand their facility to improve dockage for transient and larger boats.   The Marina has five years to spend the grant money and also have to come up with funds to put toward the project.  Councilman Romano stated that he will set up a meeting with Bohicket Marina officials and Town Administrator Pierce to determine what the Marina needs to do to proceed with the project.  Bohicket Marina is still waiting for approval from Charleston County before proceeding on their dry dock expansion project.   
Community Relations – Councilman Gregg reported that the Club’s Long Range Planning Committee did not meet in February.  The POA’s Data Gathering and Analysis Subcommittee held focus group sessions the weekend of the annual meetings of the Club and POA, and they will meet on Thursday to begin analysis of the results of the sessions.
Public Safety – Councilman Gregg reported that the Seabrook Island Public Safety Committee met on February 9 and began their review of issues that were identified in Scott Cave’s report from the January hurricane exercise.  A Disaster Recovery Council meeting will be scheduled soon so that the issues identified during the exercise can be resolved.  
Councilman Gregg stated that the land lease agreement for the temporary debris storage and reduction site requires the Town to have general liability insurance and the owner of the property to be named as an additional insured.  The Town did not have insurance as required by the lease but has now obtained an annual quote of $905.  The way the lease is currently written, the Town would be required to have the insurance in place once the agreement is signed.  Councilman Ciancio had suggested asking the owner of the property if he would allow the Town to delay the purchase of the insurance until the Town would be using the site and the owner is agreeable to that change.  Councilman Gregg moved that the Town move forward with the approval of the lease with the amendment that the Town will postpone the procurement of liability insurance until such time as the site will be used.  Councilman Ciancio seconded the motion.  Mayor Ahearn questioned whether the premium might escalate if there was an impending storm or if the insurance company might refuse to issue the insurance and Councilman Romano questioned whether the Town could make the purchase quickly enough in the event of a disaster.  The vote for the previous motion did not carry.  Mayor Ahearn, Councilman Romano and Councilman Turner voted against and Councilmen Ciancio and Gregg voted for.  Councilman Gregg then moved to approve the lease agreement as it now stands and the Town will purchase the general liability insurance when the agreement is effective.  Councilman Romano seconded the motion and the vote to approve was unanimous.
Communications/Planning Commission – Councilman Turner reported that a sign will be placed at the end of Boardwalk #1 soon that will specify what you are and are not allowed to do with regard to turtles, dogs, birds, etc.   Better signage will eventually be placed at the entrance to each boardwalk.  
Planning & Development – Councilman Ciancio reported that the Conde Nast contract for the sweepstakes has been signed and all required ad space has been booked by Obviouslee Marketing.   The first ad copy is to be delivered to Conde Nast by March 9.  All advertising copy will be due by the end of March with the intent of having the sweepstakes kick off on April 1.  Within the next week, Councilman Ciancio and Obviouslee Marketing will be checking with the Town Attorney to make sure all appropriate legal disclaimers are in place for the sweepstakes.
Councilman Ciancio stated that he recently met with representatives of the Club and POA, who are currently working on their websites, with the intent to ensure that the tone and content of the sites are compatible.  The Town has received two quotes for website hosting.  One of the bids is basically website hosting and the other quote is more comprehensive in terms of what services are offered, particularly in terms of maintenance.  A decision will be made shortly but the maximum amount that will be spent on website hosting will be $1,500 per year and a minimum of $516 plus a $200 start up fee.
Ways & Means – No Report
Planning Commission – No Report
Board of Zoning Appeals – No Report
Reports of Ad Hoc Committees:
Accommodations Tax Advisory –No Report
Reports of Town Officers:
Mayor – Mayor Ahearn reported that The Post and Courier has run articles about offshore drilling recently and one article mentioned that Seabrook Island and Kiawah have not taken any action.  Since most Councilmembers agreed that they did not know a lot about offshore drilling, a suggestion was made that the Town might join with Kiawah to host a presentation giving the pros and cons on the subject.
Town Administrator – No Report
Town Council Members – See Above
Utility Commission – Jeff Bostock reported that SIUC’s January financials were within budget and January had a positive cash flow for water.  Operations were normal and no water had to be pumped from the deep well for irrigation.  Chairman Bostock commented that SIUC got a satisfactory report, which is the highest rating, in a DHEC sanitation audit of the water system recently.

Petitions Received, Referred or Disposed of:  None
Ordinances for First Reading:  
· Ordinance 2015-01, An Ordinance to Adopt an Updated Comprehensive Plan for the Town of Seabrook Island.  Councilman Gregg stated that this is an update of the Seabrook Island Comprehensive Plan and includes statistical information primarily that comes from census data.  Councilmembers have given comments to Councilman Gregg and these revisions will be made to the plan before second reading on the ordinance.  Councilman Gregg moved to accept Ordinance 2015-01 on first reading.  Councilman Turner seconded the motion and the vote to approve was unanimous.  
· Ordinance 2015-02, An Ordinance to Amend the Town Code for the Town of Seabrook Island Regarding Waterways and Beaches.  Councilman Ciancio stated that Council had been reviewing beach ordinances in order to address several goals:
· To adopt an ordinance with respect to that portion of the beach over which the Town has jurisdiction to supplement those areas where the POA has acted and the Town has not.
· To address specific concerns which have been brought to our attention by residents and
· To clarify our ordinance where clarification was necessary.

There have been no changes to Section 32-44 that deals with pets on the beach.  Councilman Ciancio moved to accept Ordinance 2015-02 on first reading.  Councilman Turner seconded the motion and the vote to approve was unanimous.
Ordinances for Second Reading:  None
Miscellaneous Business:  Jerry Cummin, who is the Town’s representative on the Charleston Area Convention & Visitor’s Bureau Board, recommended to Council that they consider inviting some of the local and state politicians – Elliott Summey, Victor Rawl, Representative Stavrinakis, etc. - to Seabrook Island from time to time.   Mr. Cummin also introduced Ladson Mills III, who is the founding rector of Church of Our Savior and served there from 1980-1991 and has owned property on Seabrook Island for 28 years.  Ret. Rev. Mills, who is a board member of the SEADOGS, thanked Council for continuing with the current ordinance regarding dogs on the beach and reassured Council that the SEADOGS want to be helpful in making sure the terms of the ordinance are carried out.
Sue Holloman, who is Seabrook Island’s representative on the St. Johns Fire Commission, also agreed with Mr. Cummin about inviting local and state officials out to the island.   Ms. Holloman stated that the St. Johns Fire Commission has held two meetings to work on the recommendations made by the consultants that were hired by the Commission and active strides are being taken to make improvements based on the recommendations of the consultant’s report.  Two new commissioners are currently in the appointment process, one from Kiawah and one from Wadmalaw. 

Citizens Comments:   

Cynthia Robertson, a Seabrook Island resident, stated that it is easy to pass along fee increases when the people who are affected are nameless and faceless and wanted to introduce herself to Council and express her concerns.  Ms. Robertson stated that she protested the amount of the recent business license fee increase, the late date of notification and the fact that the gross income has to be rounded up.  Ms. Robertson also protested that this is taxation without representation since property owners, who are not full-time residents, cannot vote for elected officials.  Ms. Robertson also feels that the sweepstakes being conducted by the Town that gives a vacation stay as a prize is in competition with residents who are trying to rent their properties.   Mayor Ahearn explained that Seabrook Island’s business license rates had not changed for at least 15 years; and, if rates had been raised by only 3% per year during that time, the increase at the end of 2014 would still be less.  Surrounding municipalities were polled in order to determine the rate increase and most, if not all, of the municipalities rates are still considerably higher than Seabrook Island.
The meeting was adjourned at 3:50 p.m.
Approved:  ______________________



_______________________________________ 
Clerk/Treasurer 
