TOWN OF SEABROOK ISLAND
Accommodations Tax Advisory Committee Meeting
February 22, 2016

Chairperson Sue Ingram called the meeting of the Accommodations Tax Advisory Committee to order at 9 a.m. Members in attendance included Sue Ingram, Randall Buck, Jim Eisenhauer, Charlene Kreusch, Jonathan Spence and Patsy Zanetti.  Town Council liaison, John Wells, and Town Clerk, Faye Allbritton, also attended.  Nancy Buck, Rich Goheen and Mike Kaiser attended on behalf of the Alan Fleming Tennis Tournament.  Donna Horack and Becky Manna attended to do a presentation on Kick-It at Bohicket and Nick MacPherson attended on half of the Billfish Tournament that is held annually at Bohicket Marina.

Councilman Wells explained that Mayor Ciancio recently appointed him as the Town Council liaison to this committee.  He also stated that the Accommodations Tax Advisory Committee’s job is very important as their objective is to decide whether contributions requested from Accommodations Tax funds fits the criteria of how the funds can legally be spent and to make recommendations to Town Council.  

Chairperson, Sue Ingram, then asked representatives for the organizations requesting Accommodations Tax funds for 2016 to begin their presentations.

Alan Fleming Tennis Tournament – Rich Goheen stated that the Alan Fleming Tennis Tournament was established in 1981 and attracted over 250 players from about 20 states last year.  Each year the tournament draws more visitors to Seabrook Island than any other event.  A survey taken in 2015 indicated that more than 53 condos were rented by players, who stayed at least 3 nights and patronized local businesses.

The tournament is used as an opportunity to raise funds for charity but the funds that are raised for charity and the sponsorship funds and registration fees used to cover tournament expenses do not intermingle.  Mr. Goheen stated that the tournament is requesting a $5,000 donation from the Town, making the Town the Presenter Sponsor.  Among the opportunities available to the Town as a Presenter Sponsor are:

· The Town will be named as a sponsor in tournament literature. 
· The tournament logo can be used on the Town’s website and the Town’s website can be linked to the tournament’s website. 
· A Sponsor banner can be displayed for a year at the Racquet Club and up to three banners can be displayed during the tournament.
· The Town will receive a plaque to recognize their sponsorship.  
· The Town will receive tickets to the cocktail party on Thursday and will receive special recognition at the banquet on Friday.

Mike Kaiser, Tennis Pro at Seabrook Island, commented that, in 2014, the tournament was awarded national championship status and this status has brought in a lot more people and has brought about more exposure for Seabrook Island.  Up until last year, players came from 10-12 states but, in 2015, players came from 20 states.  

Kick-It at Bohicket – Becky Manna stated that Kick-It at Bohicket is a free family event, which is held at Bohicket Marina and hosted by the Bohicket Merchant’s Association, on each Tuesday beginning the Tuesday after Memorial Day through the Tuesday prior to Labor Day.  The event has grown in attendance from around 250 people to about 500-600 people and their partnership with the Town has allowed the Bohicket Merchant’s Association to increase the number of vendors.  The event has a DJ, free shag lessons, face painting, games for children, a jump castle, balloon artist, etc.  

Ms. Manna explained that part of the Town’s contribution will go toward advertising, mostly in the Seabrooker and the Island Connection.  The Town’s sponsorship in Kick-It at Bohicket for 2016 will entitle them to the following benefits:

· The wording “Sponsored by the Town of Seabrook Island” will be on banners and all printed materials, including event ads – The Seabrooker, the Island Connection, the Post and Courier, POA E-Blast and Social Media.
· Town of Seabrook Island maps and brochures will be displayed in the Marina information center.
· The DJ will periodically make announcements regarding merchants and also information about the Town of Seabrook Island.

Ms. Manna reported that total expenses for Kick-It at Bohicket for 2016 are estimated to be $26,260 and the Merchant’s Association is asking for the Town to contribute $16,500.  Donna Horack explained that the Bohicket Merchant’s Association hosts an event the day after Kick-It at Bohicket where children fish for $5 per person and the proceeds pay for the balance of the expenditures for Kick-It at Bohicket.  The Kid’s Fish event has grown from 645 a year to 2,102 in 2015.  

Bohicket Invitational Billfish Tournament – Nick MacPherson stated that the Billfish Tournament that is held at Bohicket Marina is one of five different tournaments within the South Carolina Governor’s Cup series.  The dates for the tournament at Bohicket Marina will be June 1-4, 2016, and Danielle Snider will be the tournament coordinator.  Mr. MacPherson estimates there will be from 20 to 30 boats participating in the tournament; and, over a 4 day period, there will be about 2,500 people attending the tournament.

The Marina is asking the Town for a contribution of $3,500.   For this contribution, the Town will be one of the tournament’s Event Sponsors and will be entitled to the following:

· The Town can have a 10 x 10 booth space during the tournament. 
· The Town logo will be used on all marketing and advertising of the tournament including the website and social media.
· A Town banner can be displayed along the boardwalk during the tournament.
· The Town will receive eight tickets to the tournament events each night and eight tournament t-shirts.
· A Town item can be placed in bag given to each team.
· The Town logo can be placed on the back of the official tournament t-shirt.

Mr. MacPherson expressed an interest in teaming up with the Club in the future to get the entrants of the tournament behind the security gate so they could be exposed to Seabrook Island’s amenities.    

Sue Ingram, Chair of the Committee, stated that the Billfish Tournament has already been before the Accommodations Tax Advisory Committee and their proposal has been recommended to Town Council in 2015 subject to the Committee reviewing their marketing plan for the Town.  Now that the marketing plan has been presented, Randall Buck moved to approve a contribution of $3,500 to Bohicket Marina for the 2016 Billfish Tournament.  The motion included the Town taking advantage of the promotional opportunities offered to them as an “Event Sponsor”.  Jonathan Spence seconded the motion and the vote to approve was unanimous.

Jonathan Spence moved to recommend a contribution of $16,500 to the Bohicket Merchant’s Association for the Kick-It at Bohicket event.  Randall Buck seconded the motion and the vote to approve was unanimous.

Jonathan Spence moved to recommend a donation of $5,000 from Accommodations Tax funds for the Alan Fleming Tennis Tournament and Jim Eisenhauer seconded the motion.  Randall Buck abstained from the vote since his wife is involved with the event.  All other members voted unanimously to approve the motion.

Sue Ingram, Chairperson, stated that she has a sample of a form used by another municipality for applicants who want to request Accommodations Tax funds for an event.  John Wells, Town Council liaison, recommended that the form be adapted to Seabrook Island’s needs and be used in the future when A-Tax funds are requested.  By using the form, the applicant agrees that their books can be audited to make sure A-Tax funds awarded by the municipality are used as intended.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:10 a.m.  The members of the committee will be notified when a date is set for the next meeting.
