    TOWN OF SEABROOK ISLAND

Town Council Meeting of February 23, 2016
MINUTES

After the pledge of allegiance, Mayor Ciancio called the February 23, 2016, Town Council meeting to order at 2:30 p.m.  Councilmen Crane, Gregg, Turner and Wells, Town Administrator Pierce, Town Clerk Allbritton and several guests attended the meeting.  The meeting was properly posted and the requirements of the SC Freedom of Information Act were met.

Minutes:

The minutes of the Town Council meeting of January 26, 2016, the Public Hearing of January 26, 2016, and the Ways and Means meeting of February 16, 2016, were unanimously approved as written.  
Financials: 
Mayor Ciancio reported that revenue for the month of January was below budget by about $18,000 and expenses for the month were approximately $32,000 less than budget.  
Citizens/Guests Presentations, Comments: None
Reports of Standing Committees, Commissions, Boards:
Public Safety/Club Long Range Planning Committee – Councilman Gregg reported that the Club’s Long Range Planning Committee did not meet in February.  SIPOA’s Data Gathering and Analysis Subcommittee have submitted the proposed survey to the POA Board for approval and the survey will probably be sent out in March.  

The Public Safety Committee met on February 1 to continue the review and updating of Seabrook Island’s Comprehensive Emergency Plan.  The Disaster Recovery Council met on February 3 to review Scott Cave’s report on the January training and exercise.  Councilman Gregg stated that CERT has initiated a program (block captains), which was proposed by Scott Cave, whereby volunteers will assist with emergency response by gathering information within specified areas and each block captain will be responsible for providing information back to the residents within that area.    
Communications/Environmental – Councilman Turner reported that he recently attended a presentation on Sea Level Rising that was given by Doug Marcy, a NOAA representative, at the Charleston Museum.  Councilman Turner also reported that the POA is planning an educational meeting on offshore drilling, on April 20 at 7 p.m., at the Lake House.  Mayor Ciancio stated that he would contact the appropriate people at Kiawah to let them know that their Town Council and residents are invited.    
Advertising & Public Relations/Special Projects:  

Councilman Wells reported that the storm water system along Seabrook Island Road, from just outside the security gate to the traffic circle, has been cleaned and debris has been cleared from all the outfall areas.  In order to proceed with the next step in the process of addressing recent flooding, Councilman Wells moved to authorize the Town Administrator to solicit a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for engineering services that would include design, storm water capacity analysis, program development, plan preparation, bid solicitation and construction program management to address identified deficiencies in the Town’s storm water system.  Councilman Turner seconded the motion and the vote to approve was unanimous.
Councilman Wells reported that the Accommodations Tax Advisory Committee met Monday, February 22nd and presentations were made on behalf of Kick-It at Bohicket ($16,500), the Alan Fleming Tennis Tournament ($5,000) and the Annual Billfish Tournament ($3,500).  The Committee unanimously voted to favorably recommend all three funding requests for recommendation to Town Council.  Councilman Wells also reported that the Committee is working on a form that applicants will use to apply for accommodations tax funds, and anyone who applies for funds and signs the form agrees that the Town will be able to audit their income and expenditures for the event to make sure any money awarded has been spent appropriately.  Mayor Ciancio noted that each of the three expenditures has been included in the Town’s 2016 budget.  
Councilman Wells reported that the Department of Natural Resources is coming to Seabrook Island once a week to do a count on the Piping Plovers and he or Councilman Turner will accompany them.

Community Relations:
Councilman Crane reported that the Town Council’s Strategic Planning Session will be held on March 29th at the St. Christopher Camp and Conference Center and the meeting will probably last about 6 hours.   Input for the agenda has been solicited from Council and the chairmen of the Utility Commission and the Planning Commission.  
The Club and POA held annual meetings and elections recently and the results of the elections are available on their respective websites. 

Councilman Crane also reported that some residents at the Bohicket Marina Village have complained about the ground eroding on the Villa side of the boardwalk and unsteadiness of the boardwalk in the same area.  Councilman Crane and Town Administrator Pierce will document their findings and make a recommendation.  
Ways & Means – Mayor Ciancio reminded everyone that a Ways & Means meeting is held a week prior to Town Council meetings.  No decisions are made during these meetings but minutes of the meetings are posted on the Town’s website. 
Planning Commission – No Report
Board of Zoning Appeals – No Report
Reports of Ad Hoc Committees:
Accommodations Tax Advisory – See Councilman Wells report. 
Reports of Town Officers:

Mayor – Mayor Ciancio stated that the Town is currently addressing the potential of levering the Town’s advertising and public relations efforts by the Club, POA and the Town working under the umbrella of the same advertising and public relations firm.  Rawle Murdy and Obviouslee Marketing, the firm currently representing the Town, have each made presentations to the three entities, but we hope to interview at least two more firms.  Each of the three entities, particularly the Club and the Town, spend public relations dollars promoting Seabrook Island and we have done so independently.  If the three entities were to choose to use the same firm, they would each have a contract with the agreed upon agency and would each control their own budget.  Ideally, the firm could coordinate the efforts of the three entities so that we collectively could do a better job of promoting Seabrook Island.  
Last year, in response to an incident on the beach, the Town adopted an ordinance that prohibits “chumming” within 200 yards of the beach.  At that time, Council said that the Town would monitor our beaches as well as what other beach communities in South Carolina are doing with respect to this issue.  The Town of Hilton Head is currently considering a complete ban on fishing on its beaches from Memorial Day through Labor Day during daylight hours.  A number of other beach communities have also adopted ordinances addressing this issue, and their efforts range from banning shark fishing to having designating areas where only swimming can take place.  Due to a question raised at the POA’s annual meeting, Mayor Ciancio stated that he would like input from Council and the community on this issue prior to the April Town Council meeting and suggested that the Town could coordinate with the POA for a survey question to get community input.
Town Administrator – Town Administrator Pierce stated that he had contacted Charleston County about the requirements for the structure that CERT wants to purchase to house their supply trailer.  The structure would have to meet current building codes.  Anchoring the structure could be achieved with a concrete footing and the shed, as pictured in the drawing provided, seems to be within the wind load; but the Town Administrator is waiting to hear back from CERT on the details of closing in the structure.  Councilman Turner remarked that he thought the Town should have a listing of supplies that are in the CERT trailer as part of the disaster recovery inventory.   
Town Council Members – See Above
Utility Commission –   Chairman Jeff Bostock reported that the Utility Commission had a positive cash flow for January and operations were normal.  There was about 5 inches of rainfall in January and no water was pumped for irrigation. 
Petitions Received, Referred or Disposed of:  None
Ordinances for First Reading:  None
Ordinances for Second Reading:  
· Ordinance 2016-01, An Ordinance to Rezone 2477 Seabrook Island Road

· Ordinance 2016-02, An Ordinance to Rezone 2929 Seabrook Island Road

· Ordinance 2016-03, An Ordinance to Rezone 3016 Rascal Run

· Ordinance 2016-04, An Ordinance to Rezone 1415 Nancy Island Drive

Councilman Turner moved to approve Ordinances 2016-01, Ordinance 2016-02, Ordinance 2016-03 and Ordinance 2016-04 on second reading.  Councilman Gregg seconded the motion and the vote to approve was unanimous.
Miscellaneous Business: None
Citizens Comments: None
The meeting was adjourned at 3:09 p.m.
Approved: March 22, 2016
Faye Allbritton, Town Clerk
