    TOWN OF SEABROOK ISLAND

Town Council Meeting of April 26, 2016
MINUTES

After the pledge of allegiance, Mayor Ciancio called the April 26, 2016, Town Council meeting to order at 2:30 p.m.  Councilmen Gregg, Turner and Wells, Town Administrator Pierce, Town Clerk Allbritton and several guests attended the meeting.  The meeting was properly posted and the requirements of the SC Freedom of Information Act were met.

Minutes:

The minutes of the Town Council meeting of March 22, 2016, the Special Town Council meeting of March 28, 2016, and the Ways and Means Committee meeting of April 19, 2016, were each unanimously approved as written.  
Financials: 
Mayor Ciancio reported that revenue for the month of March exceeded budget by $72,337 and year to date revenue exceeds budget by $111,226.  Expenses were under budget for March by $31,769 and expenses, for the year to date, are under budget by $82,249.  Year to date, revenues exceed expenses by $192,245.  
Citizens/Guests Presentations, Comments: None
Reports of Standing Committees, Commissions, Boards:
Public Safety/Club Long Range Planning Committee – Councilman Gregg reported that the Club Planning Committee met April 14 to begin preparation of the Club’s 2017 Strategic Plan.  The Committee’s goal is to complete the plan during the month of August.  
The Town’s Public Safety Committee met on April 4 to complete the update for the Town’s Comprehensive Emergency Plan.  Councilman Gregg expects Scott Cave, the Town’s consultant, to have updated pages for the Comprehensive Emergency Plan by May 13.  The Committee also considered the scheduled termination of the Town’s standby agreement with Phillips & Jordan for debris management.  Since the Town’s standby agreement with Phillips & Jordan expires in September and there is an option for two one-year extensions, Councilman Gregg moved for Council to approve extension of the agreement with Phillips & Jordan for a one year term.  Councilman Turner seconded the motion and the vote to approve was unanimous.  
The annual Disaster Awareness Day will be held on June 16 at the Seabrook Island Club.  Representatives from Kiawah Island, who co-sponsor the event, will be responsible for arranging for presenters and will contribute $1,500 toward the event.  A free luncheon will be provided and door prizes will be awarded throughout the day.   Councilman Gregg moved to approve spending up to $6,000, from the Emergency Preparedness budget, for the Disaster Awareness Day event.  Councilman Turner seconded the motion and the vote to approve was unanimous.  
Councilman Gregg also reported that the Disaster Recovery Council will hold a planning session on May 13 in preparation for the June training and exercise sessions that will be held on June 6 and 7.
Communications/Environmental – Councilman Turner reported that he represented the Town at the Earth Day event held on Seabrook Island and had used aerial views of the beach since 1954.  At the event, he also handed out a sheet with beach rules for dogs.  Councilman Turner reported that the Property Owners Association is currently looking into improving handicap access to the beach.  Councilman Turner has also received a draft proposal for the Seabrook Island Shore Bird Ambassador Program from Ms. Zimmerman, who is the Coastal Conservation League’s Program Director for Air, Water and Public Health, and the draft will be given to the Seabrook Island birding group.   
Advertising & Public Relations/Special Projects:  

Councilman Wells reported that he is a member of the joint task force that is looking into hiring one company to represent the Town, Property Owners Association and the Club in the advertising area.  This group is also looking into establishing a group, the Ambassador Program, that would consist of volunteers from Seabrook Island who are willing to interact with visitors and give them advice and information about the area.  Councilman Wells moved to approve the Town’s participation with the joint task force in the formation of the Ambassador Program.  Councilman Turner seconded the motion and the vote to approve was unanimous.
Councilman Wells reported that about 95% of the money designated for the Town’s public relations/advertising budget is obligated for the remainder of the year.  Ads are being placed in the Charleston Area Convention & Visitor’s Bureau Visitor Guide, Southwest Magazine and Southern Living.

The engineering selection committee, made up of Councilman Wells, Councilman Turner, Town Administrator Pierce and Jeff Bostock, recommend that G. Robert George & Assoc. should be selected as the engineering firm for the Town’s Gateway Management Program.  Councilman Wells moved to approve G. Robert George & Assoc. as the engineering company selected and that the Mayor be given the approval to enter into the contract for engineering services relating to the roadway drainage and the Gateway Program.  Councilman Turner seconded the motion and the vote to approve was unanimous.  Mayor Ciancio stated that the engineering contract should be brought back to Council for final approval once it is negotiated.   

Community Relations:
Councilman Crane was absent from the meeting.
Ways & Means – No Report
Planning Commission – No Report
Board of Zoning Appeals – No Report
Reports of Ad Hoc Committees:
Accommodations Tax Advisory – No Report 
Reports of Town Officers:

Mayor – Mayor Ciancio reported that Judge Scarborough entered an order of foreclosure on the house located at 1126 Ocean Forest Lane last week and set the sale date for June 7.  Wells Fargo claims to have a lien plus costs of $5.6 M at this point.  Wells Fargo has agreed to waive deficiency as part of the settlement.  
The Department of Transportation has responded to the letter sent jointly by the Towns of Seabrook Island and Kiawah Island regarding conducting a safety survey on Main and Bohicket Roads and it has outlined the following items as what they consider as an appropriate safety survey:
· It will focus on Bohicket Road.
· It will identify locations where accidents have occurred and look for any commonality on those accidents and make recommendations accordingly.

· It will review main access points to Bohicket Road and make sure the line of sight is clear.

· It will replace tree reflectors.  They will mark trees that are within 8 feet of the road but will also differentiate trees that are within 2 feet of the roadway.

· It will trim foliage and make sure there is a minimum of 18 foot clearance along the entire route. 
· It will focus on flooding issues on Bohicket Road.

Mayor Ciancio reported that the Charleston Symphony Orchestra, including a vocalist, will perform patriotic songs on July 3 just prior to the fireworks display but this expenditure was not included in the Town’s 2016 budget.   Councilman Turner moved to spend up to $15,000 for the Symphony to perform on July 3.  Councilman Gregg seconded the motion and the vote to approve was unanimous.  
A town hall meeting will be held with Senator Chip Campsen, Representative Peter McCoy and Robert Clark, engineer for the Department of Transportation, on May 12 at 7:30 p.m. at the Lakehouse.  The Kiawah Mayor, Town Council and residents will be invited.
Town Administrator –   Town Administrator Pierce reported that he had started looking at space for offsite storage for Town files and that he had looked at two sites in West Ashley and one on Main Road.  The one on Main Road is slightly cheaper but off island storage would probably be safer. 
Town Council Members – See Above
Utility Commission –   Chairman Jeff Bostock reported that financials for March for the Utility Commission were quite good due to good water sales and receipt of annual availability fees.  Operations were normal for water and waste treatment for March.  Chairman Bostock also reported that the Utility Commission is required to collect samples of water to test for lead and copper every three years and notifications will be sent out to homeowners prior to the sampling.   
Petitions Received, Referred or Disposed of:  None
Ordinances for First Reading:  
· Ordinance 2016-05, An Ordinance to Rezone 2531 High Hammock Road (TMS #147-10-00-006) – Mayor Ciancio explained that this property has been purchased by the Greenspace Conservancy and has been donated to the Property Owner’s Association and the POA is now applying to rezone the property from Single Family Residential to the Agricultural Conservation District.  Councilman Gregg moved to accept Ordinance 2016-05 as written on first reading.  Councilman Wells seconded the motion and the vote to approve was unanimous.

· Ordinance 2016-06, An Ordinance to Amend the 2016 Town Budget – Mayor Ciancio explained that the Town has several unexpected expenses that will require the 2016 budget to be amended.  The expenditures involve the engineering and related drainage work needed on Seabrook Island Road during 2016, which is estimated to be about $300,000, and the cost to pay for the Charleston Symphony Orchestra performance on July 3 before the fireworks display, which will not exceed $20,000.  Councilman Gregg moved to accept Ordinance 2016-06 as written on first reading.  Councilman Wells seconded the motion and the vote to approve was unanimous.
Ordinances for Second Reading:  None
Miscellaneous Business:   Chief Stanley reported that the St. Johns Fire Department will be on Marsh Gate Drive and Marsh Haven Lane on May 7 to put in smoke detectors; but, if at any time anyone needs safety tips or smoke detectors installed, they can contact the St. Johns Fire Department.
Citizens Comments: None
The meeting was adjourned at 3:20 p.m.
Approved: May 24, 2016
Faye Allbritton, Town Clerk
