    TOWN OF SEABROOK ISLAND

Town Council Meeting of May 24, 2016
MINUTES

After the pledge of allegiance, Mayor Ciancio called the May 24, 2016, Town Council meeting to order at 2:30 p.m.  Councilmen Crane, Gregg, Turner and Wells, Town Administrator Pierce, Town Clerk Allbritton and several guests attended the meeting.  The meeting was properly posted and the requirements of the SC Freedom of Information Act were met.

Minutes:

The minutes of the Town Council meeting of April 26, 2016, and the Ways and Means Committee meeting of May 17, 2016, were each unanimously approved as written.  
Financials: 
Mayor Ciancio reported that revenue for the month of April exceeded budget by $61,850 and year to date revenues exceed budget by $173,077.  Expenses were under budget for April by $22,408 and expenses, for the year to date, are under budget by $104,657.  For the month of April, revenues exceeded expenses by $72,726 and, for the year to date, revenues exceed expenses by $264,972.  
Citizens/Guests Presentations, Comments: None
Reports of Standing Committees, Commissions, Boards:
Public Safety/Club Long Range Planning Committee – Councilman Gregg reported that the Club’s Long Range Planning Committee met on May 19 to review characterizations of strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats prepared by Club operating units and committees.  A joint meeting with the POA’s Planning Committee will be held on June 9 and the Committee will hold their regular monthly meeting on June 23 to continue working on a revised strategic plan.
The Public Safety Committee met on May 16 and AirMedCare, an air ambulance service and network of services, gave a presentation.   The Committee recommended that Council consider taking advantage of AirMedCare’s services.  Councilman Gregg proposed that a representative of the company be invited to give a presentation at the June Ways & Means Committee meeting.  The 2016 version of the Town’s hurricane/flooding booklet will be mailed to all property owners and residents by June 1.
The Disaster Recovery Council met on May 13 and decided on issues to be addressed at the training and exercise that will be held on June 6 and 7 at the Town Hall.  Scott Cave, the Town’s consultant, will create an agenda reflecting the Committee’s recommendations.

Communications/Environmental – Councilman Turner reported that he recently attended a CERT meeting and several members of the St. Johns Fire Department from Seabrook Island were at the meeting.   Councilman Turner stated that the firemen were not aware that the Town had off-duty deputies serving as beach patrol and he feels that our beach patrol should be able to be contacted when there are emergency calls for the beach area in order to help eliminate false alarms. 

Mayor Ciancio reminded Council that they had already looked into supplementing the beach patrol with a private organization and concluded that it was not economically feasible to do that but that he and Town Administrator Pierce have been talking about the possibility of hiring a part time employee whose function would be to patrol the beach with authority to enforce the Town’s beach ordinance.

Advertising & Public Relations/Special Projects:  

Councilman Wells reported that so far this year the Town has contributed to sponsorships for the Alan Fleming Tennis Tournament ($5,000), the Annual Billfish Tournament ($3,500), Kick It At Bohicket ($16,500) and a deposit on July fireworks ($7,500).  The Mayor has also signed contracts with Southern Living Magazine, Southwest Magazine and Adara totaling $65,534 for print and online advertising to be run during the third and fourth quarter of 2016.
The “Just Ask Me!” volunteers will have an orientation session on Wednesday, May 25.  These volunteers are residents of Seabrook Island that will be available to share information and answer questions for visitors to the island.
Councilman Wells also reported that contract negotiations are ongoing with G. Robert George & Associates concerning the engineering contract for the Seabrook Island Gateway Project and a special Town Council meeting will probably be held in early June to consider approval of the contract in order to expedite starting the work.  

Community Relations:
Councilman Crane reported that the POA survey results will be presented to the Board in the next few weeks.  The Property Owners Association Planning Committee will have their regular meeting next month and also a joint meeting with the Club Long Range Planning Committee.
Ways & Means – No Report
Planning Commission – 
· Temporary Use Permit #209 – 2016 Governor’s Annual Invitational Billfish Tournament – June 1 through June 4, 2016.  Mayor Ciancio stated that the Planning Commission has recommended approval of this application subject to several potential safety risks involving sink holes and a slanting boardwalk.  The sink holes have been filled in; and, if Bohicket Marina employees are incapable of maintaining the fill, the area will be cordoned off.  The Marina has entered into a contract to replace at least two pilings, possibly three, to correct the slanting boardwalk and this area will also be cordoned off during construction.  Councilman Wells moved to approve Temporary Use Permit #209.  Councilman Gregg seconded the motion and the vote to approve was unanimous.  
Board of Zoning Appeals – No Report
Reports of Ad Hoc Committees:
Accommodations Tax Advisory – No Report 
Reports of Town Officers:

Mayor – Mayor Ciancio reported that a town hall style meeting was held on May 12 at the Lake House at which Senator Campsen and Representatives McCoy and Pope spoke about legislation pending in Columbia regarding funding of road improvements.  Mr. Robert Clark, engineer for the SC Department of Transportation, commented about work the DOT is doing, particularly around Main and Bohicket Roads, and the Department’s response to the formal request made by Seabrook and Kiawah Islands for a safety audit on those roads.  Questions from the audience followed.
Charleston County has released a list of potential projects that could be funded with the proposed half cent sales tax increase that will be on the ballot in November.  The projects that would most affect Seabrook Island are the intersection at Highway 17 and Main Road and the improvement of Main Road from Bees Ferry to Betsy Kerrison Parkway.   A draft copy of a letter, which will be sent jointly by Seabrook Island and Kiawah Island to the Chair of Charleston County Council, is included in Council packets.  This letter urges that a new road, the Johns Island Parkway, be included on this list.  
Mayor Ciancio reported that he will meet with Mayor Tecklenburg on June 9 to discuss Mayor Tecklenburg’s proposed solution for the funding of the projected I-526 $50M shortfall and other issues.  Mayor Tecklenburg is scheduled to meet with the State Infrastructure Bank on Thursday and he would like for the Towns of Kiawah and Seabrook Island to pass a resolution in support of the I-526 Extension so that the resolutions could be used in his meeting with the Infrastructure Bank.  Councilman Gregg made a motion to adopt Resolution 2016-01 in support of I-526.  Councilman Crane seconded the motion and the vote to approve was unanimous. 

Town Administrator –   Town Administrator Pierce reported that Disaster Awareness Day will be held on Thursday, June 16, from 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at the Seabrook Island Club.  A free lunch will be provided to attendees and door prizes will be awarded throughout the day. 

Town Council Members – See Above
Utility Commission –   Vice Chairman Jim Bannwart reported that water deliveries have increased due to more irrigation being used and visitors to the island.  Financials for the Utility Commission are in order for the year to date.   
Petitions Received, Referred or Disposed of:  None
Ordinances for First Reading:  
· Ordinance 2016-07, An Ordinance Authorizing the Issuance and Sale of a Not to Exceed $4,000,000 General Obligation Bond -   In 2013, Council adopted a bond ordinance providing that the Town could use proceeds from sale of bonds  to repair Town facilities and help with cleanup in the event of a major disaster.  Michael Seezen, the Town’s Bond Attorney, advised at that time that the ordinance should be refreshed every three or four years.  Ordinance 2016-07 will replace the 2013 ordinance and will give the Town the ability to issue either long term bonds or short term anticipation notes.  If the Town is ever called upon to issue these bonds, a tax will have to be levied but this would not be true of the short term anticipation notes. Councilman Gregg moved to accept Ordinance 2016-07 on first reading.  Councilman Crane seconded the motion and the vote to approve was unanimous.
Ordinances for Second Reading:  
· Ordinance 2016-05, An Ordinance to Rezone 2531 High Hammock Road (TMS #147-10-00-006) from the Single-Family Residential District to the Agricultural-Conservation District – Councilman Crane moved to adopt Ordinance 2016-05 on second reading.  Councilman Gregg seconded the motion and the vote to approve was unanimous.

· Ordinance 2016-06, An Ordinance to Amend the 2016 Town Budget – Mayor Ciancio explained that due to drainage issues, involving Seabrook Island Road from the security gate to the roundabout (traffic circle) area, the Town anticipates spending $300,000 during 2016 and close to $800,000 over the next 3 years to remedy these problems.  Because the expenditure for 2016 was not included in the budget adopted during the last quarter of 2015, the Town budget has to be amended.  Also, $20,000 will be added to pay for the Charleston Symphony performance that will be held on July 3 just prior to the fireworks display.  Mayor Ciancio stated that the General Fund will still have a balance of approximately $1,840,000 after the transfer.  Councilman Gregg moved to adopt Ordinance 2016-06 on second reading.  Councilman Wells seconded the motion and the vote to approve was unanimous.
Miscellaneous Business:   None
Citizens Comments:  Rob Savin, a resident of Seabrook Island, suggested that the SEADOGS and the Seabrook Island Birders should create a voluntary patrol to make sure everyone complies with the Town’s ordinances about dogs on the beach.   Mayor Ciancio agreed that these groups should inform residents and guests why Seabrook Island has rules and why we have an ordinance regulating dogs on the beach but does not want any resident to have to confront violators of the Town’s ordinances.  Mr. Savin also raised questions regarding the issuance of bonds by the Town in case of a disaster and the Mayor answered those questions.  In regard to questions about roads, the Mayor stated that he has met with Joe Qualey, Anna Johnson (Charleston County Council), Jim Rozier (DOT), Robert Clark (DOT), Representative McCoy and Senator Campsen and has suggested to them that the Town believes that the current condition of Johns Island’s roads, combined with increased traffic from growing development, creates dangerous situations and that a new cross island expressway is more feasible than trying to four lane Bohicket Road.  
Chief Stanley, St. Johns Fire Department, reported on a head-on car accident that happened on Seabrook Island Parkway in which a helicopter was used to transport the injured. 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:35 p.m.
Approved: ____________________
______________________________________


Town Clerk
