    TOWN OF SEABROOK ISLAND

Town Council Meeting of August 23, 2016
MINUTES

After the pledge of allegiance, Mayor Ciancio called the August 23, 2016, Town Council meeting to order at 2:30 p.m.  Councilmen Crane, Gregg, Turner and Wells, Town Administrator Pierce, Town Clerk Allbritton and several guests attended the meeting.  The meeting was properly posted and the requirements of the SC Freedom of Information Act were met.

Minutes:

The minutes of the Town Council meeting of July 26, 2016, and the Ways and Means Committee meeting of August 16, 2016, were unanimously approved as written.  
Financials: 
Mayor Ciancio reported that revenues for the month of July exceeded budget by approximately $21,480 and year to date revenues exceeded budget by $160,858.  Expenses for July were over budget by $1,338 and expenses, for the year to date, were under budget by $111,678.  For the month of July, revenues exceeded expenditures by $6,225 and, for the year to date, revenues exceeded expenses by $357,005.  
Citizens/Guests Presentations, Comments: 
· Insurance Reserve Fund – Brenda Mitchell, Field Agent, and Athena Christensen, Field Service Manager Underwriter – Ms. Mitchell stated that the Insurance Reserve Fund (IRF) allows governmental insurance operations to meet the needs of governmental entities at the lowest cost.  All State agencies must take the coverage offered by the IRF but other governmental agencies can choose whether or not they want to use their services.  The Town of Seabrook Island has been with the IRF since 1999 and currently has Auto Liability, Comprehensive and Collision (Automobile), Buildings and Personal Property, Inland Marine (Miscellaneous Items), General Tort Liability and Business Interruption policies.  Ms. Mitchell reviewed the limits of coverage and cost of each type of insurance in which the Town participates.    Ms. Christensen stated that Seabrook Island’s coverage is pretty much in line with other towns of similar size except that a lot of them have Data Processing coverage which the Town does not have.   

Reports of Standing Committees, Commissions, Boards:
Public Safety/Club Long Range Planning Committee – Councilman Gregg reported that the Club’s Long Range Planning Committee met on August 11 and continues to work on the Club’s 2017 Long Range Plan.  

Since Charleston County prefers not to make changes to their Intergovernmental Agreement for Disaster Debris Removal, Councilman Gregg asked for a motion to approve the agreement and give the Mayor authorization to sign on behalf of the Town.  Councilman Crane made the motion.  Councilman Wells seconded the motion and the vote to approve was unanimous.
Councilman Gregg explained that the Town’s Stand-By Contract for Disaster Debris Management with Phillips & Jordan, Inc., will expire in September but there are two one-year renewal options.  Councilman Gregg moved to approve the amendment for renewal for a one-year term and to authorize the Mayor to sign the amendment on behalf of the Town.  Councilman Crane seconded the motion and the vote to approve was unanimous.
Councilman Gregg stated that the AirMedCare Network Municipal Site Plan Agreement is also included in Council packets.  Under this agreement, AirMedCare Network will accept a resident’s insurance benefits as full payment for services if the patient is flown by a participating provider for a medical emergency originating within Charleston County.      Councilman Gregg moved for approval of the Municipal Site Plan Agreement and to authorize the Mayor to sign the agreement on behalf of the Town.  Councilman Wells seconded the motion and the vote to approve was unanimous.  

Communications/Environmental – Councilman Turner reported that one of the buoys used to designate the beginning and end of the designated area for dogs on the beach has come loose a couple of times and Tom Strehle, who installed the buoys, is trying to find a solution to the problem.  Councilman Turner also reported that there is static in the ham radio reception at the Town Hall and Max Willis is trying to determine the cause of the interference.
Advertising & Public Relations/Special Projects:  Councilman Wells reported that he has received the first Task Order relating to the engineering work to be done by G. Robert George & Associates along Seabrook Island Parkway but did not get it in time to put it on the Town Council agenda and a Town Council meeting will likely be held after Labor Day to approve the work.  This Task Order is for work which will cost about $42,500 and will take up to four months to complete.  The Mayor suggested that a special meeting may be required to approve the Task Order.
Community Relations:
Councilman Crane reported that the POA Board did not meet this month and the POA Long Range Planning Committee met on August 9 but he was unable to attend.  Councilman Crane reminded everyone about the celebration to take place on the beach on August 26 in honor of Seabrook Island being named 2016 Best Restored Beach.  He also reported that more new pilings have been installed at the launching area of Bohicket Marina.  The Gateway Committee is still looking for a way to bring the gatehouse project in closer to budget.  Charleston County has recently agreed to allow hydrostatic vents to be used in the structure instead of raising the building so that should help with the cost.
Ways & Means – No Report
Planning Commission – No Report
Board of Zoning Appeals – No Report
Reports of Ad Hoc Committees:
Accommodations Tax Advisory – No Report 
Reports of Town Officers:

Mayor – Mayor Ciancio reported that a copy of a motion is included in Council packets that will authorize the Town Clerk and the Town’s Assistant Clerk, each individually, to discharge the responsibilities of the Town Administrator and Zoning Administrator, during the period of Randy Pierce’s medical leave.  Councilman Gregg moved to adopt the motion.  Councilman Wells seconded the motion and the vote to approve was unanimous.

Mayor Ciancio reported that County Council has agreed by a 6-3 vote to put the ½ cent sales tax referendum on the ballot in November.  The referendum will include $210M for Greenbelt projects and $600M for mass transit improvement.  County Council had declined to include I-526 on the ballot by a 5-4 vote.  Mayor Ciancio stated that his personal opinion is that the projects included on the referendum will not provide sufficient direct benefit to Seabrook Island residents and does not believe he should ask Council at this time to take a formal position on this matter.
Town Administrator –   No Report
Town Council Members – See Above
Utility Commission –  Chairman Jim Bannwart reported that operations for the month were normal and the deep well is back in operation.   The $150,000 loan from the Town was repaid in full last week.  Cash flow for July was slightly negative due to the waste water side but water sales were positive.   Due to this tendency, a rate increase of 6% to the base sewer rate was approved at the July meeting of the Utility Commission.  Chairman Bannwart also reported that the Commission worked to repair the waste water treatment system at the Town Hall recently and the estimated cost will be around $6,000.
Mayor Ciancio explained that the previous chairman, Jeff Bostock, tendered his resignation recently as a member of the Utility Commission.  The Mayor expressed his appreciation for not only the significant contributions that Mr. Bostock has made to the Utility Commission but for all of the work that he has done for the Seabrook Island community.  
Petitions Received, Referred or Disposed of:  None
Ordinances for First Reading:  
· Ordinance 2016-08, An Ordinance to Amend the Development Standards Ordinance, Sec. 12.60 and 12.60.60, Relating to Political Signs – Mayor Ciancio explained that Federal courts have ruled that durational limits for political signs are unconstitutional; therefore, those conditions have been removed and the Town is adding the provision that prohibits the placement of political signs on any property owned, operated, maintained or under the jurisdictional control of the Town.  Councilman Crane moved to accept Ordinance 2016-08 on first reading.  Councilman Gregg seconded the motion and the vote to approve was unanimous.
Ordinances for Second Reading:  None
Miscellaneous Business:   None
Citizens Comments:  None
The meeting was adjourned at 3:25 p.m.

Approved:  September 27, 2016

Faye Allbritton, Town Clerk
