    TOWN OF SEABROOK ISLAND

Town Council Meeting of September 27, 2016
MINUTES

After the pledge of allegiance, Mayor Ciancio called the September 27, 2016, Town Council meeting to order at 2:30 p.m.  Councilmen Crane, Gregg, and Wells, Town Clerk Allbritton and several guests attended the meeting.  The meeting was properly posted and the requirements of the SC Freedom of Information Act were met.

Minutes:

The minutes of the Town Council meeting of August 23, 2016, the Special Town Council meeting of September 15, 2016 and the Ways and Means Committee meeting of September 20, 2016, were unanimously approved as written.  
Financials: 
Mayor Ciancio reported that revenues for the month of August are under budget by approximately $1,180 and year to date revenues exceeded budget by about $159,000.  Expenses for August exceeded budget by $19,300 and expenses, for the year to date, were under budget by $91,000.  For the month of August, revenues exceeded expenditures by $17,250 and, for the year to date, revenues exceeded expenses by $373,000.  Revenues exceed expenses through August by about 20% more than last year at this time.  
Citizens/Guests Presentations, Comments:  Mayor Ciancio introduced Ms. Elizabeth Moffly, who is a candidate for Charleston County Auditor on the Republican/Libertarian ticket on the November 8 ballot.  Ms. Moffly previously served on the Charleston County School Board.  Ms. Moffly stated that she had met with Mayor Ciancio prior to the Town Council meeting to talk about how she might help municipalities if she is elected.   
Reports of Standing Committees, Commissions, Boards:
Public Safety/Club Long Range Planning Committee – Councilman Gregg reported that, at a strategic planning session held on September 6, 2016, the Club’s Long Range Planning Committee and Board of Governors finalized an objective statement and defined goals for the 2017 Strategic Plan.  The results of the 2016 Club survey were circulated to members of the Long Range Planning Committee on September 16 and the results will be discussed at the next committee meeting in October.  

The Public Safety Committee met September 12, 2016, and worked on the content for a refrigerator magnet with emergency and urgent response contact information for Seabrook Island.  Councilman Crane will obtain the cost of manufacturing the magnets so that a proposal can be presented to Town Council.  The Safety Committee worked on a draft of a “right of entry” agreement between the Town and the POA so that the Town would be able to clear debris in case of a storm event on private property owned by the POA.  The next meeting of the Public Safety Committee is scheduled for October 17.
Councilman Gregg stated that Steve Bottcher, a long time member of the Public Safety Committee, is moving away and has resigned.  Councilman Gregg moved to appoint Ed Maher to fill the remainder of Mr. Bottcher’s term that will expire in November of 2017.  Councilman Crane seconded the motion and the vote to approve was unanimous.  Mayor Ciancio expressed his gratitude to Steve Bottcher for his contributions to the community.

Councilman Gregg stated that a revised press release, prepared by AirMedCare has been included in Council packets.  Changes requested by Mayor Ciancio have been made to the flyer.  Councilman Gregg moved to approve the press release, the flyer with revisions and the direct mail piece, which had already been printed without the revision.  Councilman Wells seconded the motion and the vote to approve was unanimous.   

Communications/Environmental – No Report
Advertising & Public Relations/Special Projects:  Councilman Wells reported that Task Order #1 has been signed for G. Robert George & Assoc. and the firm has begun its investigation into the nine properties that surround the portion of Seabrook Island Road outside the security gate to determine easements, right-of-ways and also outflows going into the marshes.  G. Robert George & Assoc. will provide a report monthly before the Ways & Means committee meeting.  The current project should take about 4 months to gather data and make recommendations.
Councilman Wells reported that the Marketing Task Force currently is having bi-weekly meetings.  Obviouslee Marketing, the company that currently heads the Town’s advertising efforts, has met with the Lou Hammond group and it is expected that there will be a successful transition at the beginning of 2017.   

Community Relations:
Councilman Crane reported that the POA Annual Survey has been posted to their website.  The POA Board has also approved a revised plan for the Gateway Project that is expected to get underway in October and take about six months to complete.  
Ways & Means – No Report
Planning Commission – No Report
Board of Zoning Appeals – No Report
Reports of Ad Hoc Committees:
Accommodations Tax Advisory – No Report 
Reports of Town Officers:

Mayor – Mayor Ciancio reported that Jeff Bostock has resigned from the Seabrook Island Utility Commission and that it is the responsibility of the Mayor and Town Council to fill any vacancy on the Commission by appointment for the unexpired term.   Mayor Ciancio moved to appoint Tim Morawski to the Seabrook Island Utility Commission to fill the unexpired term of Jeff Bostock, which will expire in November of 2019.  Councilman Crane seconded the motion and the vote to approve was unanimous. 
The Mayor reported that the Town has received copies of the preliminary Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) and the accompanying Flood Insurance Study from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).  The maps will likely not be finalized before April of 2018.  FEMA will hold a series of public hearings but specific dates for the hearings have not been announced.  Property owners can file objections to the mapping of their property during a 90-day appeal period; and, after resolution of issues raised during the appeal period, FEMA will issue a Letter of Final Determination.  Municipalities will then have a six month adoption period wherein they must adopt any applicable flood plain management regulations or amend any ordinances required as a result of the revised map.   Copies of the FIRM and accompanying Flood Insurance Study can be viewed at the Town Hall during business hours or can be viewed online at www.fema.gov/preliminaryfloodhazarddata.  Residents having questions should direct those questions to Charleston County’s Department of Building Services.

Mayor Ciancio stated that the Citadel MBA team working on the Economic Impact Study will visit Kiawah and Seabrook Island tomorrow.  Representatives of the Club, POA, Marina and Camp St. Christopher will meet with members of the team in the afternoon at the Town Hall between 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Town Administrator –   No Report
Town Council Members – See Above
Utility Commission – Chairman Jim Bannwart reported that wastewater water treatment operations were normal for the month of August.  Water sales were higher than usual due to irrigation being used on the golf courses but this was offset by repairs done to the deep well in the amount of $52,000.  Insurance will cover the expense, however, except for the deductible.  The Utility Commission will begin their budget process at their October meeting.
Petitions Received, Referred or Disposed of:  None
Ordinances for First Reading:  None
Ordinances for Second Reading:  
· Ordinance 2016-08, An Ordinance to Amend the Development Standards Ordinance, Sec. 12.60 and 12.60.60, Relating to Political Signs – Councilman Crane moved to approve Ordinance 2016-08 on second reading.  Councilman Gregg seconded the motion and the vote to approve was unanimous.

Miscellaneous Business:   None
Citizens Comments:  
Chief Gavin Gilcrease of the St. Johns Fire Department reported on events that will be held during Fire Prevention Week beginning on October 8. 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:02 p.m.

Approved:  October 25, 2016

Faye Allbritton, Town Clerk
