
Town of Seabrook Island
Ways and Means Committee Meeting

January 19, 2016

1:30 P.M. 


After the pledge of allegiance, Mayor Ciancio called the meeting to order.  Councilmen Gregg, Crane, Turner and Wells attended the meeting.  Also in attendance were Town Administrator Randy Pierce and Town Clerk Faye Allbritton.  


Bruce Murdy of the Rawle Murdy Agency presented an overview of his firms marketing, advertising  and public relations experience reviewing the experience and expertise of his firm.   Mr. Murdy suggested that over the past five years, his firm had represented many towns, travel, tourism and real estate clients.  Mr. Murdy answered questions from council.  

Robert Edgerton and Michael Sosnowski presented a suggested scope of work for beach patrol services and the experience and expertise of their firm.  Mr. Edgerton suggested that his firm currently performs work for Kiawah Island and during the last year had responded to several requests for assistance on Seabrook Island.  Mrrs. Edgerton and Sosnowski responded to questions from council.  The mayor asked council members to consider the need for this type of service and provide him with comments prior to the next town council meeting.  

Council offered response to Councilman Turner’s proposed Seabrooker article regarding dogs on the beach past the sign indicating “No dogs beyond” this point.  Mayor Ciancio suggested that the Town’s beach patrol provide quarterly incident reports to council.  


Councilman Wells provided a brief status report on the effort to identify, clean and video inspect the storm water piping, boxes and inlets on Seabrook Island Road from the Gate to the Circle.  Councilman Wells noted that bids were opened on January 12th, and he would present council with a proposal at its next meeting to accept the bid of Eadie’s Construction, the low bidder.   


Councilman Turner reviewed the Bureau of Energy Management meeting on January 5th and its proposal in the Federal Register on November 25, 2015, to invite submission for nomination for commercial wind leases that would allow lessees to propose the construction of wind energy projects on the Outer Continental Shelf off shore South Carolina.  Councilman Turner said that for a number of reasons he was in favor of the project, but that he did not think it necessary for the town to take a position at this point in time.  

Mayor Ciancio advised council that the principal entities at Kiawah Island were proposing the formation of an “Advocacy Group” to push for better roads and schools on Johns Island, and that he was invited to participate in its initial meeting on January 25th. The Mayor responded to questions from council regarding the structure and purpose of the effort.  Council discussed the draft resolution provided by former councilman Sam Read in support of the 526 extension, but took no action on the matter.  

Mayor Ciancio advised that the court had set a date for a status conference before Judge Scarborough on March 14th in the matter of Wells Fargo Bank as trustee vs. Kenneth R. Bradley.  The mayor indicated that he and Town Administrator Pierce would attend the conference. 

Council discussed the need for a strategic planning session to be held sometime this year.  It was agreed that the mayor would ask each council member and the chairs of the town’s standing committees for suggestions as to matters to be considered at a planning session, and report back to council.  


Councilman Wells discussed the proposal of VC3 to supply audio / visual capabilities at town hall.   The Mayor questioned council as to whether the additional capability was necessary.  Councilman Wells will discuss the proposal with VC3 and report to council.


There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 4:05.

Approve: January 26, 2016





Faye Allbritton, Town Clerk
