
Town of Seabrook Island
Ways and Means Committee Meeting

February 16, 2016

2:30 P.M. 


After the pledge of allegiance, Mayor Ciancio called the meeting to order.  In addition to Mayor Ciancio, Councilmen Gregg, Crane, and Wells attended the meeting.  Councilman Turner was absent.  Also in attendance were Town Administrator Randy Pierce and Town Clerk Faye Allbritton.  


Kristina Skalak and Rich Goheen, representing the Seabrook Island Club, and Ed Jones, Kevin Dunn and Janet Gorski, representing the POA, were in attendance for the first part of the meeting.  Lee Deas and Jennifer Ferrara of Obviouslee Marketing made a presentation to Council regarding the firm’s experience and capabilities in representing entities such as the Town, Club and POA and responded to questions from each of the three organizations.  Subsequently, it was determined that the Brandon Agency had declined to make a similar presentation which had been scheduled for the following Friday.


Jim Altimus presented a proposal to Council on behalf of CERT requesting the Town to fund the purchase of a carport which would be used to store the CERT trailer and related equipment.  The project would cost approximately $2,885 plus site preparation costs.  Mr. Altimus was instructed to move forward with the information gathering process and, when he had final site preparation costs, to make a formal presentation at a regular council meeting.  

Mayor Ciancio reviewed the email he had received regarding the statutory authority to provide lifeguarding services.  After discussion by Council, the Mayor was charged with developing language for signs to warn swimmers about potential risks of currents and rip tides and to review the sign language with counsel.  


Councilman Crane reviewed potential strategic planning topics and meeting dates with Council.  It was suggested that the planning session would take place at Camp St. Christopher and would take place the latter part of March.  The heads of both, the Seabrook Island Utility Commission and Planning Commission, would be invited to attend. 


Councilman Wells reviewed the status of the examination of the storm drainage system currently being undertaken by Eadie Construction.  He noted that the system was in poor condition and that none of the flood control gates were operable, several of the connection boxes and two pipes were leaking groundwater and sand; and, as a result, there was a potential for sinkholes.  Physical condition of the interior of the storm water pipes and connecting boxes will be determined during the video inspection scheduled for the end of the month.  


Councilman Wells then reviewed the proposed RFQ for engineering services which would include surveying, design, storm water capacity analysis, program development, bid solicitation and program management during construction.  Based upon information obtained to date, Councilman Wells estimated the cost of the project to be in the range of $800,000 which would be spent over a three year period of time.   

Councilman Wells reviewed the proposed agenda for the Accommodation Tax Committee meeting scheduled for Monday, February 22nd. 


Mayor Ciancio indicated that he was meeting with Robert Driscoll, Planning Commission Chair, following next Tuesday’s council meeting to discuss a research project he wished to have the Planning Commission undertake.  He then indicated that he had heard from Representative McCoy, who wished to have a town hall meeting at Seabrook Island in March, and that he was arranging dates at the Lake House for such a meeting.  Following up on a comment made at the POA annual meeting, Mayor Ciancio indicated that he was following the progress of the Town of Hilton Head Island to adopt an ordinance which would preclude fishing on that town’s beaches essentially during the daylight hours during the summer months.  The Mayor indicated that he would prefer not to have a blanket prohibition on fishing on the beach, but perhaps restrict it to areas not frequented by swimmers.  The Mayor discussed several initiatives he had undertaken regarding the roads situation and discussions he had had with representatives of the Charleston Symphony regarding the possibility of having the symphony perform at Seabrook Island immediately prior to the July 4th fireworks.  

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:05 p.m.

Approved:  February 24, 2016



Faye Allbritton,
Town Clerk

