
Town of Seabrook Island
Ways and Means Committee Meeting

March 15, 2016

1:30 P.M. 


After the pledge of allegiance, Mayor Ciancio called the meeting to order.  In addition to Mayor Ciancio, Councilmen Gregg, Crane, Turner and Wells attended the meeting.  Also in attendance were Town Administrator Randy Pierce and Town Clerk Faye Allbritton.  The meeting was property posted and the requirements of the South Carolina Freedom of Information Act were met.  

Kristina Skalak and Rich Goheen, representing the Seabrook Island Club, and Ed Jones and Janet Gorski, representing the POA, were in attendance for the first part of the meeting.  


Stephen Hammond, Gina Stouffer, Melanie Mathos and Hannah Nuccio of Lou Hammond & Associates presented a background of their firm’s experience, areas of expertise and client base for consideration by the Town, the Seabrook Island Property Owners Association and the Seabrook Island Club.


Mayor Ciancio asked council members for their views of suggestions made by several Seabrook Island residents that Council consider establishing specific areas of the beach which would be dedicated for swimming only.  It was the consensus of Council that it would not consider taking the matter up at this point.  Mayor Ciancio noted that, during the last election, it was at least theoretically possible for a mayor and four councilmen without prior council experience to have been elected.  He reviewed South Carolina law which would allow the Town to adopt an ordinance providing for staggered four year terms and asked council to consider the issue and advise their recommendations prior to the April council meeting.  Finally, Mayor Ciancio noted that he had been approached about the possibility of having the Charleston Symphony perform at the July 4th celebration.

Councilman Gregg reviewed proposed changes to the Town’s Comprehensive Emergency Plan.  Principal changes include allocating to the Operations Official and Public Safety Official responsibilities to disseminate information regarding flooding impact on local roads, developing frequently asked questions and responses, providing the Communications Official with discretion to stay at a designated evacuation location if facilities for communication are not available at the MEOC, consideration of noting changes of OPCON by Charleston County in the OPCON preamble, and removing reference to the timing of expected changes in OPCON status.  Councilman Gregg asked that members of Council provide any comments they may have to allow for approval of the changes at the March Council meeting. 

Councilman Wells asked the Mayor to appoint a Selection Committee to review and make recommendations with respect to an engineering firm to recommend the scope of the required work and oversee the performance of the contractor hired to perform the work to correct the identified deficiencies in the piping system on Seabrook Island Road.  The Mayor indicated that he would appoint the committee at the March council meeting.  


Councilman Wells reviewed the status of the work being performed on Seabrook Island Road.  He noted that there were three independent piping systems on the left hand side of the road (as you are driving to the circle) and a French drain system on the right hand side.  He noted that of the four pipes under Seabrook Island Road, two have major problems.  He noted that there were also issues with the flapper gates and junction boxes and the French drain system was fifty percent (50%) operable.  

Councilmen Wells and Turner commented on the SCDNR monitoring of the piping plover on Seabrook Island beaches. 


Councilman Crane noted that, in response to a citizen’s inquiry, he had sent an email to Bohicket Marina commenting on the fact that two of the pilings supporting the boardwalk were obviously sinking and suggesting that the Marina address the situation.  Councilman Crane also noted that condominium owners had retained a law firm which had also sent a letter to the marina addressing the situation.  Councilman Crane also noted that, as a result of alleged improprieties involving the misappropriation of funds, a temporary restraining order had been issued against Marshland Communities LLC, a firm which represents nine of the villa regimes on Seabrook Island.   Councilman Crane also reported on several inquires made of the Town by the POA’s Safety and Security Committee relating to communication between the Town and the POA’s Security Gate.  

Councilman Turner reported that the BOEM proposal to lease drilling locations in the Atlantic Ocean from 2017 through 2022 had been withdrawn.  He also noted that he had been asked to participate in an Earth Day event sponsored by the Environmental Committee of the POA on April 20th.  


Mayor Ciancio reminded council members of their obligation to file Statements of Economic Interest with the State Ethics Commission.      


There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 3:50 p.m.
Approve:  March 22, 2016



Faye Allbritton, Town Clerk

