Town of Seabrook Island
Ways and Means Committee Meeting

April 19, 2016

1:30 P.M. 


After the pledge of allegiance, Mayor Ciancio called the meeting to order.  In addition to Mayor Ciancio, Councilmen Gregg, and Turner attended the meeting.  Also in attendance were Town Administrator Randy Pierce and Town Clerk Faye Allbritton.  The meeting was property posted and the requirements of the South Carolina Freedom of Information Act were met.  

Mayor Ciancio introduced Mr. William Taylor, Field Service Manager of the South Carolina Municipal Association, who provided Council with an overview of the South Carolina Business License Tax Standardization Act (HS 5109).  Among other things, the Act would: standardize the business license year, standardize a form of business license application, define the term “Gross Income,” require cities to adopt the standardized business class schedule produced by the Municipal Association based on IRS statistics and enable the Municipal Association to administer an internet portal though which businesses would be allowed to renew their business licenses online.   


Mayor Ciancio reviewed the proposed budget amendment that is to be presented to Council for first reading in April.  The Mayor indicated that it was necessary to amend the budget to provide for a transfer of funds from the General Fund to pay certain expenditures that were unanticipated at the time the 2016 budget was passed last fall, specifically, $300,000 for the work done and to be done on Seabrook Island Road between the gate and the circle and $20,000 for the July 3rd performance of the Charleston Symphony.  In response to a question from Councilman Gregg, the Mayor explained the legal rationale as to why an amendment was required.  

Mayor Ciancio reviewed the bond ordinance that is being proposed to replace the ordinance adopted in 2012.  The Mayor noted that, while the assessed value of all property within the Town’s boundary had decreased since 2012, the principal amount of bonds authorized by the ordinance was below the amount which would have otherwise required a referendum on the issue. 


The Mayor indicated that he had received a verbal response from the South Carolina Department of Transportation to the letter he and the Mayor of Kiawah Island had sent to the South Carolina Department of Transportation requesting a safety study of Main and Bohicket Roads.  The Mayor had been told that we would receive a formal written response within the next month.  Verbally, he had been told that what is being planned would: focus on Bohicket Road, identify the specific location of the accidents that had occurred and any commonality related thereto, include trimming of the foliage, include replacement of the reflectors on the trees within 8’ of the roadway and examine the flooding issues.  


The Town has received a proposal from the Charleston Symphony Orchestra to perform at Seabrook Island prior to the July fireworks.  The Symphony would be set up on the driving range.  The Mayor has discussed the arrangements with both the Seabrook Island Club and SIPOA.  A proposal from the CSO will be considered at the next Council meeting.  


The Town will hold a “town hall” meeting at the Lake House on May 12th at 7:30 p.m.  The Mayor has made arrangement with state Senator George E. “Chip” Campsen, state Representative Peter McCoy and Department of Transportation District Engineer Robert Clarke to speak at the event.  There will be a question and answer period following the three presentations.  


In the absence of Councilman Wells, Mayor Ciancio reported on the status of the Gateway Project.  The Mayor indicated that the Town had received three responses to its Request for Proposal (“RFP”) for engineering services on Seabrook Island Road.  Councilman Wells has indicated that he expects the engineering firm to perform essentially three tasks: a survey of property lines and easements, study of the water flows affecting Seabrook Island Road and assess the adequacy of the existing drainage infrastructure which will give the Town an indication of the work required over the next few years.  Based on the recommendations of the committee appointed to review the three bids, the Mayor said he would recommend accepting the bid of G. Robert George.  The Mayor indicated that he would ask for authority to execute an agreement with the winning firm at next Tuesday’s council meeting.  Councilman Gregg raised a question as to the one of the terms of the proposed agreement dealing with ownership and use of drawings.  Mayor Ciancio indicated that the contract would be submitted to outside counsel for review.  

Mayor Ciancio reported that, at the request of Councilman Wells, he had signed contracts with Southern Living magazine, Southwest Magazine and Adara totaling $65,534 for print and online advertising.  


Councilman Gregg reported that the initial term of the agreement with Phillips and Jordan for debris removal will expire in September, and the Town needs to consider whether or not it will exercise the first of two options to renew.  


Councilman Turner inquired as to the status of SIPOA’s permit application for the beach “scraping” which is anticipated by the Town’s Beach Management Plan.  He then reported on a meeting which he attended with Mayor Ciancio and representatives of the Coastal Conservation League (the “League”) and a Kiawah resident who had registered a complaint regarding Seabrook Island residents or guests allowing their dogs to be on the inlet side of the “designated area.”  Councilman Turner explained why the meeting had been called and suggested that, as a result of the meeting, the League would present a protocol describing the basis on which Seabrook Island’s “birder” group would provide advisory services for residents and guests using the beach with respect to birds using our beach and the beach’s critical habitat status.  

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 3:30 p.m.

Date:  April 26, 2016




Faye Allbritton, Town Clerk








