
Town of Seabrook Island
Ways and Means Committee Meeting

June 21, 2016
2:00 P.M. 


After the pledge of allegiance, Mayor Ciancio called the meeting to order.  In addition to Mayor Ciancio, Councilmen Gregg, Crane, Turner and Wells attended the meeting.  Also in attendance was Town Clerk, Faye Allbritton.   Following the pledge of allegiance, the Town Clerk noted that the meeting was properly posted and the requirements of the South Carolina Freedom of Information Act were met.  

Wes McAden, Membership Sales Manager of AirMedCare Network, described the services of Med-Trans Air Medical Transport Services indicating that the firm was founded in 1985 and has six air bases across the state of South Carolina.  He indicated that his firm is the preferred provider of medevac services for both the Medical University of South Carolina and the Charleston County Emergency Medical Service.   He indicated that the firm has two hundred and forty (240) fixed wing and rotary aircraft.  By the Town’s contracting with AirMedCare Network for a proposed municipal site plan, members of Seabrook Island households would have the benefits of limited AirMedCare Network membership so that, in the event they are flown by Meducare Air (or any of its participating provider companies) for a life or limb threatening emergency originating within Charleston County, the firm will accept the resident’s insurance benefit as full payment for its services.  Ordinarily, helicopter air ambulance service would cost $25,000 - $30,000.  Mr. McAden indicated that the Town’s annual cost for the first year of enrollment would be nine thousand two hundred and sixty nine dollars ($9,269.00) based on AirMedCare Network’s determination of annual service equivalent for seven hundred and forty-two (742) eligible households.  For an annual fee of $35 per household, residents could acquire full membership to extend the benefits throughout the AirMedCare service area.   Mr. McAden did acknowledge that it would be possible that, in the event of an emergency, his firm’s aircraft would not be available and services could be provided by a competitive firm not participating in the municipal site plan and full charges would apply.  Following his presentation, Mr. McAden answered questions from the Mayor and Council.  

Mayor Ciancio provided an update on the 1126 Ocean Forest foreclosure.  He indicated that Wells Fargo Bank had taken title to the property though the foreclosure process and had retained Oswald Cole to broker the property and the firm of Nation Star to rehab the property.  The Mayor, Councilman Gregg and Town Administrator Pierce had met with the bank’s representative and Charleston County’s Building Inspection Services Director to discuss the bank’s intentions with respect to the property.   The broker indicated that it was the bank’s intention to rehab and sell the property as promptly as possible.  The Mayor said that he had advised the broker that he wanted to be sure all of the work was cleared through both the Town and the County and that a new certificate of occupancy would be required. The initial task will be to bring in air quality experts to determine the extent of mold issues on the property.   


Mayor Ciancio then reported on the meeting he and the Mayor of the Town of Kiawah Island had with Mayor Tecklenburg of Charleston.  Mayor Tecklenburg indicated that, following the decision of the State Infrastructure Bank on I-526, County Council is negotiating with the SIB to retain as much of the four hundred and twenty million dollars ($420,000,000.00) committed to the project as is possible.  Mayor Tecklenburg acknowledged that the city’s development has contributed to the traffic issues on Johns Island and he is committed to finding a solution to the problem.  


Mayor Ciancio reported that he and Councilman Turner had been working with a group consisting of several NGO’s (e.g., the Coastal Conservation League and the Low Country Land Trust), as well as residents of Johns Island, to suggest additional infrastructure projects to be listed in Charleston County’s proposed November referendum on a half-cent sales tax increase.  The group, known as the Johns Island Task Force, has issued a statement in favor of the fly-over at Main and 17, the addition of two lanes on Main Road from Bees Ferry to Maybank and improvement of the Maybank Highway corridor.  While the group recognizes the need to address the traffic problems on Johns Island, it is reticent to specifically name the so-called cross island parkway as a listed priority for the referendum.   In response to a question by Councilman Crane as to potential next steps, Mayor Ciancio said that, among other things, he and Mayor Lipuma of Kiawah will formally request that the Berkley, Charleston, Dorchester Council of Governments list the cross island as a priority project and will meet with Stephen Thigpen, head of the County’s Traffic Engineering Department, to attempt to get the cross island listed as a priority project for the November referendum.  

Councilman Wells expressed frustration that the proposed contract with G. Robert George and Associates is taking so long to conclude.  He indicated that Robert George has promised to provide a “red-lined” copy of the contract, showing changes made from the originally submitted contract, in time for the council meeting next week.  


Councilman Wells also noted that Charleston County has requested that the Town identify specifically how the County’s allocation of accommodation tax funds to the Town will be spent.  The Town receives approximately forty thousand dollars ($40,000) each year in County accommodation tax funds.  Mayor Ciancio responded to questions from council as to how the Town spent the County’s allocation of accommodation tax funds.  He indicated that he has written to the County explaining that, following the preparation of the 2017 budget, the Town will be in a position to respond to the County’s request.  


Mayor Ciancio noted that a copy of the proposed bond ordinance was included in Council’s meeting packet.  He said that the ordinance would be up for second reading at next week’s meeting and wanted to be sure Council had all of their questions answered before that time. 


Councilman Crane indicated that additional questions have been raised regarding the Town’s role in granting cable franchises.  Mayor Ciancio said that in 2006 South Carolina law was amended to provide that companies providing cable services in South Carolina could, upon expiration of their existing franchise agreements with municipalities, apply for a state issued certificate of franchise authority.  Since that time, while Seabrook Island does receive quarterly franchise payments, cable companies operate under state authority.  Councilman Crane expressed concern that most Seabrook Island residents are not aware of this arrangement and a short discussion followed as to ways in which that information could be provided to residents.


Councilman Crane offered to look into prices for refrigerator magnets that could contain telephone numbers important to residents that could be distributed by the Town to residents.


Councilman Turner inquired as to the status of the selection of an advertising agency.  Mayor Ciancio queried council as to the reaction of individual members to the two presentations that were made the prior week.  There was a general consensus that the Lou Hammond Agency had made a better presentation and seem to have a better grasp on what the Town, POA and Club were trying to accomplish.  Mayor Ciancio indicated that he will be meeting with representatives of the Club and POA this Friday to make a final selection.  The Mayor acknowledged that each of the organizations would like the selected agency to begin work this year, but that the Town would have to ascertain whether there are funds available for that purpose.  

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 3:35 p.m.

Approved:  June 28, 2016



Faye Allbritton, Town Clerk

