Town of Seabrook Island
Ways and Means Committee Meeting

September 20, 2016
2:30 P.M. 


After the pledge of allegiance, Mayor Ciancio called the meeting to order.  In addition to Mayor Ciancio, Councilmen Gregg, Crane, and Wells attended the meeting.  Also in attendance was Town Clerk Faye Allbritton.   Following the pledge of allegiance, the Town Clerk noted that the meeting was properly posted and the requirements of the South Carolina Freedom of Information Act were met.  

Councilman Gregg commented on the AirMedCare direct mail distribution pieces.  Mayor Ciancio noted that in a number of instances in the materials, AirMedCare made reference to a “partner” relationship between it and the Town.  While acknowledging that use of the term was typical marketing puffery, the Mayor expressed concern over potential legal consequences from its use and requested that it be deleted.  Councilman Gregg stated that he had requested copies of the proposed press release but, as of the date of the meeting, he had not received a draft. 


Mayor Ciancio referenced the draft 2017 budgets which had been included in council packet, noting in particular that, among other things, the spreadsheets provided council members with both twelve and five year averages for each income and expense account, as well as year-end numbers for the last three years and 2016 year-to-date annualized numbers.  The Mayor called for a special meeting to discuss the budget on Friday, September 30th.  


Mayor Ciancio stated that the Town had received from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) copies of the preliminary Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) for Charleston County and the accompanying Flood Insurance Study (FIS) which describes the information updates made to the FIRM.  The Mayor had prepared and included for distribution in council’s packets his understanding of the process for adoption of the FIRM.  The Mayor introduced Carl Simmons, Director of Building Inspection Services for Charleston County, who provided council with a background on the new FIRM, and explained that the next steps in the process would be a series of public meetings to be held by FEMA in areas most affected by changes in the FIRM which will provide the public with opportunities to review the maps and ask questions.  Mr. Simmons indicated that the maps as distributed were too preliminary to be very useful and that his office would overlay a copy of the tax map over the FIRM so that the County would be able to determine how each individual parcel of property in the county was affected.  Mr. Simmons thought that the new maps would probably not go into effect until mid 2018.  

Mr. Simmons also discussed the status of Wells Fargo’s effort to remediate and repair the property on Ocean Forest Lane.  Mr. Simmons suggested that it appeared the bank’s current strategy was to try and sell the property on an “as is” basis.  The mayor expressed concern that this process could take an extended period of time and suggested that the County, POA and Town meet with their attorneys to discuss strategy and potential alternatives.  


The Mayor advised council that the team from the Citadel’s graduate school of business would be at Seabrook Island on September 28th to kick off the Economic Impact Study.  The team will meet with representatives of the Club, POA, Marina and Camp St. Christopher.  


Councilman Crane provided updates from the SIPOA monthly meeting and the SIPOA Long Range Planning Meeting.  He noted that the South Carolina Municipal Association had publicized several municipal achievement awards and suggested that the Town attempt to obtain some recognition for having received the Best Restored Beach Award.  


Mayor Ciancio scheduled meetings with council members and Tim Morawski, who is scheduled to be nominated to replace Jeff Bostock on the Seabrook Island Utility Commission, at the next regularly scheduled meeting.

 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned.
Approved:  September 27, 2016



Faye Allbritton, Town Clerk
