
Town of Seabrook Island
Ways and Means Committee Meeting

October 18, 2016
2:30 P.M.


After the pledge of allegiance, Mayor Ciancio called the meeting to order.  In addition to Mayor Ciancio, Councilmen Gregg, Crane, Turner and Wells attended the meeting.  Also in attendance were Town Administrator Randy Pierce and Town Clerk Faye Allbritton.   Following the pledge of allegiance, the Town Clerk noted that the meeting was properly posted and the requirements of the South Carolina Freedom of Information Act were met.  

Mayor Ciancio reported on the meeting with the Town Attorney, representatives of the POA and Charleston County regarding the property at 1126 Ocean Forest.  He indicated that the Town Attorney had reviewed the Town’s legal options, following which, he had requested the Town Administrator and the head of Charleston County’s Department of Building Inspections prepare a list of those items which required correction and the list would be used to prepare a deficiency letter to be sent to the current owner of the property.  He also noted that the current owner had retained a local North Charleston attorney with whom he had been in contact.  


Mayor Ciancio advised council that he had charged Councilman Crane with the responsibility to stay abreast of the progress of the new preliminary flood maps provided by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).  Councilman Crane will be responsible for keeping Seabrook Island property owners aware of the various stages of adoption of the map, including the timing of public hearings which FEMA will hold to provide the public opportunities to review the maps and ask questions.  Councilman Crane will also be responsible for advising Town Council on steps the Town will be required to take to adopt the Flood Map when it is finalized.  


Now that Town Administrator Pierce is fully recovered from his recent surgery, Mayor Ciancio advised that it would be appropriate to revoke the authority granted to Town Clerk Allbritton and Administrative Assistant Whitworth to discharge the functions of the Zoning Administrator while Mr. Pierce was on medical leave.  The Mayor indicated that he would introduce a motion to that effect at the November Town Council meeting. 


Councilman Turner reported that the signs designating the “Designated Area” and the signs on the buoys  were significantly damaged as a result of Hurricane Matthew and that both would be replaced.  He was instructed to come up with cost estimates and a decision would be made to purchase new equipment either this year or next. 

Councilman Turner raised the question of whether Town Council would re-examine its decision not to take a formal position on Charleston County’s half cent sales tax referendum now that it appeared the completion of I526 would be tied to the passage of the referendum.  After extensive discussion, it was determined that Council would not take a formal position on the referendum.  


Councilman Wells indicated that the Marketing Task Force would be meeting with Lou Hammond and Associates Friday, October 20th.  Councilman Wells provided Council with copies of Obviouslee Marketing’s 3rd Quarter Digital Report and the Town’s marketing budget through September 30, 2016.  Finally, Councilman Wells reported that as the Town’s relationship with Obviouslee Marketing would terminate, as of the end of December, the marketing group wanted to meet with Council to review that relationship and the matters it had undertaken on behalf of the Town during the period it was under contract.  Lastly, Councilman Wells reported that the engineering work on the Seabrook Island Parkway project was interrupted as a result of Hurricane Matthew but that Robert George and Associates would recommence work on the project as promptly as possible.  

Councilman Crane suggested that Council look into the use Slack App for communication between council members and explained the features of the App.  Councilman Crane related the Tidelines editorial board makes effective use of the app and suggested that Council invite Dennis Pescitelli to a Ways and Means meeting to explain its use.  

Mayor Ciancio reviewed the changes made to the draft 2017 budget based on comments made by Council following its last budget review.  Additional changes to the budget were suggested by council members.  Mayor Ciancio will meet with the Town’s accountant to review the changes Council had made to the budget format and advised council that the budget ordinance would be presented for first reading at the November regular council meeting.  

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 4:20.  
Approved: October 26, 2016



Faye Allbritton, Town Clerk


