Town of Seabrook Island State ATAX Advisory Committee
2001 Seabrook Island Road

Seabrook Island, SC 29455 Contact Us: (843) 768-9121
townofseabrookisland.org pwiggins@townofseabrookisland.org

FY 2026 State Accommodations Tax (SATAX)
Tourism Related Expenditure Grant Program
Program Guidelines

PURPOSE

The Town of Seabrook Island (the “Town”) invites applications from eligible organizations for funding from the
Town'’s State Accommodations Tax (SATAX) Tourism Related Expenditure Grant Program.

SATAX Tourism Related Expenditure Grants may be awarded by the Town to provide financial support to eligible
programs, projects, and activities that are designed to attract or provide for tourists within the Town. The
program is funded by revenues received from the two percent (2%) SATAX charged on the gross proceeds from
overnight lodging within the town limits of Seabrook Island.

ELIGIBILITY

Applicant Eligibility: SATAX Tourism Related Expenditure Grants may be awarded to any organization which:

(1) is determined by the Internal Revenue Service to be a tax-exempt organization pursuant to Section
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code;

(2) is established for any benevolent, social welfare, scientific, educational, environmental, philanthropic,
humane, patriotic, public health, civic, or other eleemosynary purpose, or for the benefit of law
enforcement personnel, firefighters, or other persons who protect the public safety;

(3) employs a charitable purpose or appeal as the basis of solicitation; or

(4) is a duly authorized political subdivision of the State of South Carolina (e.g. municipality, county, state
agency, school district, or public service district).

Religious organizations may be eligible for grant funding, provided the project advances a secular (i.e. non-
religions) purpose. Individuals and organizations formally associated with a national, state, or local political party
or candidate will not be eligible for grant funding. Eligible organizations (other than political subdivisions of the
state) must open their membership to all interested persons.

Pursuant to the South Carolina Solicitation of Charitable Funds Act (S.C. Code of Laws Title 33, Chapter 56), all
charitable organizations that solicit contributions or have contributions solicited on their behalf must register with
the South Carolina Secretary of State’s Office on an annual basis unless they fall under one of the statutory
exemptions. Applicants must provide a copy of their current registration or exemption with their application.

Project Eligibility: Pursuant to South Carolina law, counties and municipalities are required to use proceeds from
the SATAX to promote tourism and provide for tourists primarily within the geographical areas of the county or
municipality from which the taxes are collected. The expenditure of SATAX funds must be used to attract or
provide for tourists. Expenditures may not be used for items normally provided by the county or municipality
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unless the county or municipality has a high concentration of tourism activity. Eligible types of “tourism related
expenditures” include:

(1) Advertising and promotion of tourism so as to develop and increase tourist attendance through the
generation of publicity;

(2) Promotion of the arts and cultural events;

(3) Construction, maintenance, and operation of facilities for civic and cultural activities including
construction and maintenance of access and other nearby roads and utilities for the facilities;

(4) The criminal justice system, law enforcement, fire protection, solid waste collection, and health facilities

when required to serve tourists and tourist facilities. This is based on the estimated percentage of costs

directly attributed to tourists;

Public facilities such as restrooms, dressing rooms, parks, and parking lots;

Tourist shuttle transportation;

Control and repair of waterfront erosion, including beach renourishment; and

Operating visitor information centers.
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For detailed information regarding the expenditure of SATAX funds, please refer to the South Carolina
Department of Revenue’s official advisory opinion contained in “SC Revenue Ruling #98-22" at:
https://atax.sc.gov/sites/default/files/Documents/Past%20Policies/Laws%20and%20Procedures/rr9822.pdf.

Eligible projects must take place between January 1, 2026, and December 31, 2026.

GRANT AWARDS

There is no minimum or maximum grant amount. Organizations may submit applications for more than one
eligible project. The total amount of grant funds available each calendar year will be determined by, and shall not
exceed, the amount appropriated by Town Council in the annual budget ordinance.

APPLICATION

Organizations wishing to apply for a SATAX Tourism Related Expenditure Grant must complete and submit an
application form to the Town Clerk. For consideration during the FY 2026 grant cycle, applications must be
received by 12:00 p.m. August 15, 2025. Grant applications may be submitted, as follows:

By Mail or Hand Delivery: OR By Email:
Town of Seabrook Island pwiggins@townofseabrookisland.org

Attn: Town Clerk
2001 Seabrook Island Road
Seabrook Island, SC 29455

REVIEW

Grant applications will first be reviewed by the Town’s SATAX Advisory Committee. The committee shall have the
authority to establish rules for reviewing applications, including asking for additional information and/or
suggesting changes or conditions to ensure the application conforms with all grant criteria.

The SATAX Advisory Committee will meet on August 22, 2025, at 10:00 a.m. to consider funding applications for
Fiscal Year (FY) 2026. The meeting will be held at Town Hall, 2001 Seabrook Island Road. To be considered for
funding, you or another responsible person from your organization must attend the SATAX Advisory Committee
meeting, either in person or via Zoom. Failure to attend the meeting may result in a recommendation for denial
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of the grant request. A copy of the meeting agenda will be sent to the email address listed on your application
form at least 24 hours prior to the meeting. During the meeting, applicants will be provided an opportunity to
present their funding requests (no more than five minutes per request) and to answer questions from committee
members.

Upon reviewing each grant application, the committee shall make a recommendation to the Town Council as to
whether the application should be approved (in whole or in part) or denied. The Town Council shall have final
authority in approving or denying grant applications.

DELIVERY OF GRANT FUNDS

Organizations receiving funding from the Tourism Related Expenditure Grant Program shall submit to the Town
Clerk all necessary documentation, including invoices and/or paid receipts, documenting the organization’s
commitment or expenditure of awarded grant funds. All disbursement requests must be reviewed and approved
by the Town Administrator. Upon approval, a disbursement check will be issued to the organization.
Disbursement requests must be received no later than December 15, 2026. Grant funds that are uncommitted or
unspent at the end of the calendar year will be returned to the Town’s SATAX Fund.
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