
Public Safety Committee 
Regular Meeting 
June 16, 2026 – 10:00 AM 
View Meeting on YouTube 
 
Seabrook Island Town Hall, Council Chambers 
2001 Seabrook Island Road 
Seabrook Island, SC 29455 

 
MINUTES 

 
CALL TO ORDER Chairman May called the meeting to order at 10:03 am. 
  
ROLL CALL Committee Members Present: Darryl May; Chairman, Jill Boissonault, 

Bruce Ludwin, and Mike Sankovich 
 
Town Staff Present: Joe Cronin (Town Administrator), and Peter 
Wiggins (Town Clerk). 

  
FOIA STATEMENT  
 The Town Clerk confirmed that the meeting was advertised in 

compliance with the requirements of the South Carolina Freedom of 
Information Act. Agendas were posted and furnished to news media 
and all others requesting notification. 

  
ITEMS FOR ACTION  
Cellular Telephone 
Coverage 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chairman May reminded the committee of the report David McClure 
gave to the Public Safety Committee on the level of cellular telephone 
coverage on Seabrook Island. He noted the prior discussion amongst 
several parties on erecting an additional cellular tower on land owned 
by the Seabrook Island Club. He stated that since the report was given 
in April, the Seabrook Island Club had pulled their support for the 
project. He stated the report that was prepared by both he and staff is 
in the agenda packet and has been amended to note the Seabrook 
Islands Club’s withdrawal from the project. 
 
Ms. Boissonnault stated the committee should be briefed on a new 
cellular tower site, if and when one is selected, to ensure that the new 
site will improve cellular communications on the island. 
 
Chairman May reminded Seabrookers that the Public Safety 
Committee does not have any control over where a tower would be 
installed. He noted that any site would need to be reviewed by carriers 
to ensure the site improves coverage on the island. He stated the 
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Hiring Off-Duty Charleston 
County Sherriff’s Deputies 
 
 
 

carriers would not dedicate resources to building a tower if the tower 
is not beneficial to the carriers and their customers.  
 
Ms. Boissonnault asked if there would be an opportunity for public 
comment if instillation of a second tower were to move forward. 
 
Chairman May stated that there would be an opportunity for public 
comment in connection with a rezoning application. 
 
Mr. Cronin noted there are some properties on the island where a 
cellular tower could be constructed by right. He stated if one of those 
properties were to be selected, there would not be an opportunity for 
public comment. 
 
Mr. Ludwin stated that a lot of man hours were dedicated toward this 
project to only have the Seabrook Island Club pull their support for the 
project. He added that it was his hope this did not sour the attitudes of 
carriers from adding additional cellular coverage on Seabrook Island. 
He closed by asking if another negotiation starts, would the 
negotiation end with a similar result. He noted that Seabrookers’ 
ability to communicate is vital and the inability to communicate should 
not be happening on the island. 
 
Chairman May recalled a story of him calling a member of Seabrook 
Island Club leadership who was located on the southern end of 
Seabrook Island and not being able to get through due to the island’s 
lack of coverage. Chairman May stated he thought the anecdotal story 
was ironic. He added that on another day, his Comcast service was 
out, but his cellular reception was good due to him living on the north 
end of Seabrook Island. He stated that for residents living on the 
southern end of the island, if Comcast were to go out, that could be a 
real problem. He closed by asking Mr. Cronin what other sites on 
Seabrook Island could be appropriate. 
 
Mr. Cronin stated Camp St. Christopher has always been viewed as a 
logical place. He stated that cellular towers were included as a use in 
the Camp’s zoning district, expressly for this purpose. 
 
Mr. Ludwin motioned for the committee to adopt the report as drafted 
in the agenda packet, seconded by Mr. Sankovich. 
 
Mr. Ludwin’s motion was APPROVED unanimously. 
 
Chairman May asked the committee if there was a need to employ off-
duty deputies to patrol Seabrook Island. He acknowledged the Town’s 
need to work with SIPOA considering the patrols being primarily 
behind the SIPOA security gate. He additionally asked if deputies could 
enforce Town ordinances. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mr. Cronin stated that deputies could not enforce Town ordinances. 
He stated that deputies could enforce state statutes and criminal and 
traffic codes, but not local ordinances. 
 
Mr. Ludwin asked if there is a history of needing extra patrols around 
special events such as the Independence Day Celebration of the 
Seabrook Island Club. 
 
Mr. Cronin stated the Club requests extra deputies and first 
responders around their Independence Day Celebration. 
 
Mr. Ludwin stated that Kiawah Island hires extra deputies over periods 
of time and noted the risk of mission creep. 
 
Chairman May stated he was unsure of that risk if the practice were to 
only be hiring off duty deputies. He stated in his experience working in 
organizations, if the Town were to hire a Public Safety Director who 
then hires a full-time deputy, that might be a risk. He noted that that 
was not what was being discussed in this instance. He stated that the 
Town could employ extra patrols for July and August and decide at the 
end of August the extra patrols were not necessary. 
 
Mr. Sankovich asked what prompted the town to think about hiring 
deputies. 
 
Chairman May stated he was aware of past crimes on the island, but 
stated that there is no crime wave. He stated the need was related to 
traffic. He noted that traffic citations given by SIPOA are not citations 
that would go on an individual’s driving record. 
 
Chairman May stated that citations issued by a Charleston County 
Sherriff’s Deputy is a much more consequential than a citation issued 
by SIPOA. He stated that the Town couldn’t pass a noise ordinance 
that would take effect after 10:00 pm due to the Town not having any 
after-hours code enforcement. Chairman May noted a noise ordinance 
currently enforced by Charleston County, but noted the county’s noise 
ordinance not being a priority for sheriff’s deputies. 
 
Mr. Sankovich stated the reason for his question was to pinpoint 
situations where not having a deputy on the island was an issue. He 
stated that what he was sensing was that has never been the case. 
 
Chairman May stated there has not been a triggering event that 
uncovered a need for deputies. 
 
Mr. Cronin stated that a representative of the sheriff’s office was a 
regular guest at prior PSC meetings and stated that the most frequent 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Beach Rules 
 
 
 

need for deputies on Seabrook Island was accidental dials of 911 and 
false alarms. 
 
Mr. Sankovich stated these were interesting data points but doesn’t 
assist the PSC in deciding whether extra patrols are needed on 
Seabrook Island. 
 
Mr. Wiggins stated that he remembered the discussion for extra 
patrols originating with the discussion of how to enforce a proposed 
prohibition of low-speed vehicles (LSV’s) on the public portion of 
Seabrook Island Road through a raising of the speed limit. 
 
Chairman May stated that what most people don’t realize is that if an 
LSV cannot maintain the posted speed limit, they have the legal 
obligation to pull over and allow others behind to pass. Chairman May 
stated that if SIPOA has no interest in seeing extra patrols on the 
island, that would be the end of the matter. 
 
Mr. Sankovich stated that a few years ago, the sheriff’s office had an 
interest in patrolling Seabrook Island. He stated the SIPOA Safety & 
Security Committee was in favor of the proposal, especially 
considering it wasn’t going to cost SIPOA anything. 
 
Mr. Cronin stated that the former sheriff dedicated more deputies to 
both Kiawah and Seabrook, and stated deputies would regularly be 
seen on Seabrook, Kiawah, and near Freshfields. He noted the 
decrease in visibility of deputies under the new sheriff. He stated there 
are usually one or two incidents on the beach every year where Beach 
Patrol needs the assistance of the sheriff’s office, and stated that in 
those instances, having deputies on the island is beneficial. 
 
Mr. Cronin stated it is going to be another 60 days before he can 
present the Beach Rules in draft form to PSC. He stated that in his 
conversations with Mr. Wiggins, there will probably need to be 
additional meetings to discuss items that were debated during the 
PSC/EWC Workshop. He stated that could be done at an additional 
workshop or as part of the committees’ regular meetings. 
 
Chairman May stated there might be a few additional, non-
controversial items that need to be addressed. He stated he was told 
by the Lowcountry Marine Mammal Network there was an individual 
kitesurfing in Captain Sam’s Inlet that disturbed the dolphins. 
Chairman May also stated he would like to revisit the discussion of 
how to regulate commercial activity on the beach. 

  
COMMITTEE COMMENTS 
Post-Disaster Re-Entry 
Planning 

Chairman May stated that staff have had meetings with Charleston 
County concerning matters related to the Town’s rewrite of its 



Comprehensive Emergency Plan (CEP). He stated that to no small 
degree, the Town’s plan is dependent on the rewriting of Charleston 
County’s emergency plan which is now not expected to be finished 
until 2027. He stated the current thinking is that Seabrook Island’s 
rewrite will not take place in 2026 as had been previously planned. He 
noted the fact that the Town would not be receiving any “heads up” 
from Charleston County that would allow the committee and staff to 
begin rewriting the CEP. 
 
Mr. Cronin stated that Charleston County would not be administering 
any type of re-entry plan as had been done in prior years. 
 
Mr. Sankovich asked if Charleston County would allow the Town to be 
more restrictive on allowing individuals to re-enter the island post 
storm. 
 
Mr. Cronin stated he thought the Town could be more restrictive, but 
that the town would need to administer to its own re-entry plan. 
 
Mr. Ludwin asked if the town could create its own re-entry plan. 
 
Chairman May noted that that was what Mr. Cronin just stated. 
Chairman May noted that the Town would probably need to 
coordinate with SIPOA on a coordinated re-entry plan due to SIPOA 
operating its own security gate. 

  
ADJOURNMENT There being no further business before the committee, Chairman May 

declared the meeting adjourned at 11:08 am. 
 

Peter D. Wiggins II, MPA 
Town Clerk 

 


