


  
REPORTS OF TOWN OFFICERS & STAFF 
  
Mayor’s Report Report of the Mayor (Bruce Kleinman) 

• Discussion of Council and Staff Roles in the CEP Update 
• Marshfront Management Plan Workshop: April 4 @ 10:30 AM 

  
Staff Reports Report of the Town Administrator 

• 2025-26 Business License Renewals 
• 2025-26 Short-Term Rental Permits 

 
Report of the Town Clerk/Treasurer 

•     December 2024 Financials 
 
Report of the Zoning Administrator 
 
Report of the Communication & Events Manager 

  
ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING 
  
There are no Ordinances for Second Reading 
 
ORDINANCES FOR FIRST READING 
 
Ordinance 2025-02 An ordinance amending the Town Code for the Town of Seabrook 

Island, South Carolina; Chapter 2, Administration; Article II, Mayor 
and Council; Section 2-202, Election and terms of office; so as to 
amend the term of office for the Mayor and members of Town 
Council from two-year non-staggered terms to four-year staggered 
terms 

 
OTHER ACTION ITEMS  
  
Dolphin Education 
Program Contract 

Request to approve an agreement with the Lowcountry Marine 
Mammal Network pertaining to services rendered in support of the 
2025 Seabrook Island Dolphin Education Program 

 
Beach Patrol Contract Request to approve a third addendum to the Beach Patrol Services 

Contract between the Town of Seabrook Island and Island Beach 
Services, LLC, so as to extend the contract by renewal through March 
31, 2026 

 
Resolutions 2025-03 
through 2025-26 

Resolutions to appoint and commission the following individuals as 
code enforcement officers for the proper security and general welfare 
for the Town of Seabrook Island: 



 
 • 2025-03: Alexander Wall 

• 2025-04: Andrew Mappus 
• 2025-05: Ashley DiBlosi 
• 2025-06: Baxley Crosby 
• 2025-07: Caden DeBra 
• 2025-08: Carter Seuffert 
• 2025-09: Charles Cheves 
• 2025-10: Charles Cross 
• 2025-11: Colin McMicking 
• 2025-12: George Mayer 
• 2025-13: Ian Butler 
• 2025-14: Jacob Frederick 

• 2025-15: Kelsie-Blake Weeks 
• 2025-16: Kennedy Drew 
• 2025-17: Liam Joyce 
• 2025-18: Malek Varner 
• 2025-19: Malia Borg 
• 2025-20: Michael Sosnowski 
• 2025-21: Rebecca Angles 
• 2025-22: Richard Hoskins 
• 2025-23: Robert Edgerton 
• 2025-24: Susannah Trammell 
• 2025-25: Trapier Marshall 
• 2025-26: William Bowling 

  
Kiawah Development 
Partners, LLC Conveyance 
of Title 

Request to authorize the Mayor to accept the conveyance of title and 
grant of easements from Kiawah Development Partners, LLC, to the 
Town of Seabrook Island for Cassique Phase 10 

  
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION/DISCUSSION 
  
There are no Items for Information/Discussion 
  
CITIZEN COMMENTS During the second citizen comment period, any citizen may speak 

pertaining to any town matter, except personnel matters. Each 
speaker shall be limited to three minutes in which to make his or her 
comments. Town council shall allow no more than 30 minutes for 
citizen comments. Preference shall be given to individuals who have 
signed up or otherwise notified the town clerk/treasurer of a desire 
to speak prior to the start of the meeting. 

  
COUNCIL COMMENTS  
  
ADJOURNMENT  

 



Town Council Strategic Priorities Workshop 
February 18, 2025 @ 10:30 AM 
View Meeting on YouTube 
 
Seabrook Island Town Hall, Council Chambers 
2001 Seabrook Island Road 
Seabrook Island, SC 29455 

 
MINUTES 

 
CALL TO ORDER Mayor Kleinman called the meeting to order at 10:28 am. 
  
ROLL CALL Town Council Members Present: Mayor Kleinman; Councilmembers 

Darryl May, Gordon Weis, and Dan Kortvelesy. 
 
Town Staff Present: Joe Cronin (Town Administrator), Tyler Newman 
(Zoning Administrator), Abigail Grooms (Communications Director), 
Peter Wiggins (Clerk/Treasurer), and Desiree Fragoso (Municipal 
Association of South Carolina). 

  
FOIA STATEMENT The Town Clerk confirmed that the meeting was advertised in 

compliance with the requirements of the South Carolina Freedom of 
Information Act. Agendas were posted and furnished to local news 
media and all other persons requesting notification. 

  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
  
January 28, 2025 Town Council Regular Meeting 

 
Mr. Kortvelesy made a motion to approve the minutes from the Town 
Council Regular Meeting of January 28, 2025, seconded by Mr. Weis. 
 
The motion was approved UNANIMOUSLY.  

  
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION/DISCUSSION 
2024 Strategic Priorities 
Update 

Mayor Kleinman gave an update on the 2022-2023 and 2023-2024 
Strategic Priorities. 
 
He stated the priorities for 2022-2023 were Seabrook Island Road, 
enhancing code enforcement, establishing a short-term rental policy, 
creating a garage, conducting a personnel and facility needs 
assessment, providing for pathway amenities, upgrading the town’s 
licensing and permitting software, and updating the town’s beach rules. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/live/ojinNwL4Xzs


Mayor Kleinman stated the priorities for 2023-2024 were adopting a 
beach management plan, reviewing the town’s short-term rental 
ordinances, adopting a marshfront management plan, adopt a five-year 
update to the town’s comprehensive plan, evaluate the town’s ability 
to participate in beach renourishment and maintenance, address issues 
with Seabrook Island Road, improve the town’s coordination with 
outside organizations such as the Seabrook Island Property Owners 
Association (SIPOA) and the Seabrook Island Club, assess future staffing 
needs and address long-term capital needs for storage, office space, 
and other public facilities, and to diversify and enhance the town’s 
communications capabilities.  

2025 Strategic Priorities 
Discussion 

Ms. Fragoso solicited priorities from each of the three councilmembers 
in attendance, including the mayor. The priorities were as follows: 
 
Mayor Kleinman 

- Seabrook Island Road Drainage Improvements 
- Town Hall Project 
- Establish 4-year Terms for Council and Mayor 
- Evaluate Dissolving the Seabrook Island Utility Commission and 

Merging Functions with the Town of Seabrook Island 
- Review Package of Amendments to the Development Standards 

Ordinance 
- Work Toward a Regional Agreement on the Urban Growth 

Boundary 
- Evaluate Increasing the Number of Councilmembers to Six from 

Four 
- Formally Establish Town Departments  

 
Councilman Weis 

- Environment and Wildlife Committee Communication 
- Environment and Wildlife Committee Coordination with SIPOA 
- Marshfront Management Plan External Relationships  

 
Councilman Kortvelesy 

- Updating Comprehensive Emergency Plan 
- Improve Emergency Communications 
- Improve Internet Access on Seabrook Island 
- Address Aging Housing Stock on Seabrook Island 
- Economic Development 

 
Councilman May 

- Improving External Relationships 
- Coordinate with SIPOA on Enforcement and Zoning Issues 
- Coordinate with Kiawah Island on Common Objectives and 

Issues 
- Address Structural Safety of Commercial Buildings 

 



Mr. Cronin added two goals. He stated he wished that council consider 
an employee classification and compensation study and replacing 
beach signage or updating beach rules. 
 
At 11:54 am, the council recessed for lunch. 
 
At 12:44 pm, the council resumed open session. 
 
Ms. Fragoso asked the council members to rank their top nine priorities 
from the morning session. She stated this will help establish the town’s 
formal list of 2025 Strategic Priorities. The following priorities are 
grouped by each councilmember with the most important goals listed 
first: 
 
Mayor Kleinman 

- Seabrook Island Road Drainage Improvements 
- Town Hall Project 
- Establish 4-year Terms for Council and Mayor 
- Review Package of Amendments to the Development Standards 

Ordinance 
- Coordinate with SIPOA on Enforcement and Zoning Issues 
- Coordinate with Kiawah Island on Common Objectives and 

Issues 
- Updating Comprehensive Emergency Plan 
- Improve Emergency Communications 
- Work Toward a Regional Agreement on the Urban Growth 

Boundary 
 
Councilman Weis 

- Marshfront Management Plan External Relationships  
- Update Beach Rules Ordinance 
- Seabrook Island Road Drainage Improvements 
- Environment and Wildlife Committee Communication 
- Marshfront Management Plan External Relationships  
- Updating Comprehensive Emergency Plan 

 
Councilman Kortvelesy 

- Seabrook Island Road Drainage Improvements 
- Updating Comprehensive Emergency Plan 
- Town Hall Project 
- Improve Emergency Communications 
- Economic Development 
- Review Package of Amendments to the Development Standards 

Ordinance 
- Address Aging Housing Stock on Seabrook Island 
- Coordinate with Kiawah Island on Common Objectives and 

Issues 
- Update Beach Rules Ordinance 



Councilman May 
- Seabrook Island Road Drainage Improvements 
- Coordinate with SIPOA on Enforcement and Zoning Issues 
- Review Package of Amendments to the Development Standards 

Ordinance 
- Coordinate with SIPOA on Enforcement and Zoning Issues 
- Establish 4-year Terms for Council and Mayor 
- Coordinate with Kiawah Island on Common Objectives and 

Issues 
- Evaluate the Dissolving of the Seabrook Island Utility 

Commission and Merging Functions with the Town of Seabrook 
Island 

- Address Aging Housing Stock on Seabrook Island 
- Work Toward a Regional Agreement on the Urban Growth 

Boundary 
 
The top eleven priorities, beginning with the most important, are listed 
below: 
 

- 1.) Seabrook Island Road Drainage Improvements (12 votes) 
- 2.) Review Package of Amendments to the Development 

Standards Ordinance (10 votes) 
- 3.) Town Hall Project (7 votes) 
- 4.) Strengthen Relationships/Regional Coordination with 

Kiawah Island and Charleston County (7 votes) 
- 5.) Updating Comprehensive Emergency Plan (6 votes) 
- 6.) Establish 4-year Terms for Council and Mayor (5 votes) 
- 7.) Marshfront Management Plan External Relationships (5 

votes) 
- 8.) Coordinate with SIPOA on Beach Maintenance (4 votes) 
- 9.) Update Beach Rules Ordinance/Signage (4 votes) 
- 10.) Improve Emergency Communications (3 votes) 
- 11.) Address Aging Housing Stock on Seabrook Island (3 votes)  

  
ADJOURNMENT There being no further discussion, Mayor Kleinman declared the 

meeting adjourned at 1:04 pm. 
 

Peter D. Wiggins II, MPA 
Clerk/Treasurer 
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Town of Seabrook Island 
2001 Seabrook Island Road 
Seabrook Island, SC 29455 
townofseabrookisland.org  

Environment & Wildlife Grant 2024 

Contact Us: (843) 768-9121 
pwiggins@townofseabrookisland.org 

The Town of Seabrook Island invites applications from eligible organizations for funding from the Environment and Wildlife 
Conservation Grants program. Environment and Wildlife Conservation Grants may be awarded to provide financial support for 
programs, projects, and activities that are designed to benefit the Town of Seabrook Island by preserving and protecting wildlife 
and wildlife habitat within the town, expanding resident and/or visitor knowledge of environmental and wildlife issues affecting 
the town, or enhancing environmental and wildlife conservation efforts within the town. Applications will be accepted 
beginning on March 1, 2025 and will continue to be accepted until the earlier of October 1, 2025, or until all available funds 
have been committed.   

1 APPLICANT INFORMATION 

Organization Name  

Contact Person  

Mailing Address  

Phone Number  Email Address  

Brief description of the 
organization and its 
membership 

 

What is the organization’s annual budget?  

Which of the following best describes the 
organization? 

  This organization is tax-exempt pursuant to Section 501(c)(3) of 
the Internal Revenue Code 

  This organization is established for a benevolent, social welfare, 
scientific, educational, environmental, philanthropic, humane, 
patriotic, public health, civic, or other eleemosynary purpose, 
or for the benefit of law enforcement personnel, firefighters, or 
other persons who protect the public safety 

  This organization has a charitable purpose or appeal as the 
basis of solicitation. 

Pursuant to the South Carolina Solicitation of Charitable Funds Act (S.C. Code of Laws Title 33, Chapter 56), all charitable 
organizations that solicit contributions or have contributions solicited on their behalf must register with the South Carolina 
Secretary of State’s Office on an annual basis unless they fall under one of the statutory exemptions. Please attach a copy of 
your organization’s current registration (or exemption) with your application. 

2 GRANT AMOUNT 

Amount Requested (Min: $250.00; Max: $2,500.00) $ 

3 PROJECT BUDGET 

In the space below, please provide a detailed budget showing how the requested funds will be spent if awarded: 

Item(s) or Service(s) to be Purchased Vendor (If Known) Amount Budgeted 

 $ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

TOTAL $ 

Keeper of the Wild Wildlife Rescue and Sanctuary, Inc.

Elisabeth St. John, Volunteer Grant Writer

1606 Cooler Dairy Road, Walterboro, SC  29488

(843) 631­0528 kowgrants@gmail.com; stjohnelisabeth@gmail.com

Janet Kinser founded Keeper of the Wild Wildlife Rescue and Sanctuary, Inc. (KOW in short) to 
help wildlife impacted, damaged and orphaned by human activities.  Mammalian animals 
damaged by contact with human activities or in storms are rescued, transported, nursed, and 
rehabilitated for eventual re­release in the wild.  Every care is taken to preserve the animal's 
wildness, so that it can fully function when released. 

$ 200,000.00
✔

2500.00

3 each, five sided (sides and top) Pre­release Cages Various components; Assembled in place 3,000.00

3,000.00
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4 PURPOSE 

In the space below, please describe (1) how the funds will be used and (2) how the project will provide a demonstrable 
benefit to the Town of Seabrook Island 

 

 

5 REIMBURSEMENT 

Upon presentation of all required documentation and/or 
receipts, to whom should the grant check be sent? 

 

Note: All documentation must be submitted to the Town Clerk no later than December 15th of the grant year. 

 

6 CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify that all information contained herein is true and accurate to the best of my knowledge. I certify that I have 
the authority to submit this application on behalf of the above-named organization. I acknowledge that the Town reserves 
the right to require additional information and that the submittal of this application is not a guarantee of grant funding. On 
behalf of the organization, I acknowledge that any awarded funds shall be spent in accordance with all applicable laws and 
shall conform to the guidelines of the grant program. Furthermore, I acknowledge that the town is not party to nor liable for 
any dispute associated with the expenditure of awarded funds. 

Applicant Signature  

Applicant Printed Name  

Submittal Date  

 
 

Please return completed applications to: Town of Seabrook Island 
Attn: Town Clerk 
2001 Seabrook Island Road 
Seabrook Island, SC 29455 

 

 

Mammalian animals damaged, orphaned, or displaced by human activity are first nursed back to health in the KOW hospital.
  The second stage of their rehabilitation is called Pre­Release.   Five sided (sides and top) Pre­release Cages, consisting of 
galvanized mesh, galvanized support pipes, and  horse stall mats to floor the bottoms, provide shelter while the animal 
learns to assimilate to living outdoors while still being supported nutritionally.  Eventually, some of the species are allowed 
to "come and go" through small pipes, into the true wilderness.  
These cages are hand­built and require daily cleaning to avoid illnesses.  Because of constant exposure to the acid from 
animal activity, they corrode and need to be replaced every 6­10 years.
 
Healthier pre­release animals lead to healthy rehabilitation and release.  The Town of Seabrook benefits in that KOW can 
respond better and more quickly to your calls for picking up damaged animals on the island when the "pathway" to 
rehabilitation is firmly in place

Janet Kinser,1606 Coolers Dairy Road, Walterboro SC 29488

Elisabeth St. John

02/27/2025





Can you successfully rescue an animal this small? 

“Can you rescue an animal this small?”…Was a comment heard multiple times at the 
Keeper of the Wild Oyster Roast Fundraiser held Sunday, February 23, at Magnolia 
Plantation.  Yes, is the answer, but it takes a lot of hard and diligent work by volunteers.  
Baby squirrels, racoons and opossums are nurtured in climate-controlled incubators and 
hand-fed warmed formula hourly.  The baby bottles have the tiniest tips and are sterilized 
each feeding.  As you may have seen your dog with puppies do, the mother grooms and 
cleans the puppies after eating, cleaning and preventing soiling.  So it is with the 
incubators—they have to be cleaned multiple times per day, except in this operation, 
volunteers perform the mother’s task.   One volunteer confided that during busy times, just 
about the time one cycle of feeding and cleaning is finished, another one begins.  That’s 
motherhood! 

But again, the answer to successful rescue is, Yes!  Keeper of the Wild has nurtured, 
rehabilitated, and returned to the wild, over 160,000 mammalian wildlife, keeping them 
wild, so they can survive and work their jobs in their new surroundings when released.  
What are those jobs, you ask? 

Wildlife are our “sanitary engineers” and perform many essential functions in keeping our 
environment clean and healthy:  A healthy environment is good for all human beings, 
whether it is children playing in the grass or the woods, or more visibly, carrion removal 
from our highways. 

Here are a few examples. 

1.  Deer, groundhogs and other wildlife groom, trim, and keep traversable the 
woodlands and savannahs, reducing fire hazards.  Raccoons and squirrels are 
significant consumers of acorns, keeping woods trimmed before seedlings can 
come to life.  Deer and groundhogs eat the seedlings springing forth from acorns 
that miss being eaten. 

2. Opossums and others consume disease-causing carrion, often caused by collisions 
with cars, thereby reducing contamination of water and land.  Opossums do not 
carry rabies or fleas. 

3. Wildlife (particularly foxes, opossums, raccoons, bobcats) eats rats, mice, 
poisonous snakes, bugs, ticks, making outside activities safer for human 
enjoyment. 

4. All wildlife consumes seeds, fruits, and nuts, scarifying those and dispersing them 
into the land.  Thereby, stabilization of dune hammocks and other riverbank areas  
occurs, resulting in nesting retreats for birds, eagles, and seabirds.   



5. The wildlife seed dispersal leads to reseeding of maritime and inland forests, ox-eye 
daisies, and other native flowers on which pollinators and bees feed.  Pollination is 
essential to crop fertilization for human consumption. 

6. Mammalian otters help to keep the waterways clean and healthy by eating just 
about any animal matter found in aquatic systems, thereby keeping overpopulation 
of any one species in check.  You’ll see these adorable guys play and swim around 
docks and they eat 25% of their body weight in a day!  They should start an execise 
gym for overweight critters! 
 

The Oyster Roast was a great success.  Delicious chilis were offered alongside oysters and 
other tasty food.  The selection of auction items was varied and amazing.  The auction is 
was organized by Suzanne Sortor and her cadre of volunteers, and they did a spectacular 
job.  96% Of proceeds from donations and the Oyster Roast Fundraiser go to the 
rehabilitation cost of the animals and shelter expenses.  There are paid employees who 
supervise the shelter and the continuity of hospital operations, but all the other work is 
done by volunteers, ranging from grass-cutting to baby-feeding to veterinary services, and 
fundraising.  KOW operates without incurring debt.  When replacement, repair, or 
expansion needs arise, the founder, Janet Kinser and her Board, ensure the funding is in 
place before the project starts.   

Hurricanes and storms cause intensive influxes of animals, disturbed, damaged and 
orphaned.  Janet’s volunteer staff redoubles efforts at those extreme times to save every 
possible creature brought to them.  Come see our new ambassadors, Todd, Simon and 
Melvin!  Magnolia Plantation’s new Wildlife Center collaborates with KOW, giving non-
releasable animals diplomatic status as ambassadors for their species.   

If you would like more information, or to volunteer, contact Keeper of the Wild Wildlife 
Rescue and Sanctuary, Inc. at www.keeperofthewild.org.  Keeper of the Wild is located near 
Walterboro, SC, and serves 9 coastal counties and all the islands.  Found an injured 
animal?  Call 843-636-1659.  Rehabbers and transporters may be located nearby.  For 
injured birds, call Birds of Prey in Awendaw. 

 

 

Pictures transmitted separately 

 

http://www.keeperofthewild.org/
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Playin' Possum
BY ELISABETH ST. JOHN  APRIL 10, 2023 12:00 AM
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W
hat is an animal that can eat almost anything mankind
cannot tolerate being around…

… insects, particularly palmetto bugs (roaches), ticks,
slugs, snails, and poisonous snakes?

Hannah Watts and Alicia Bell carefully administer formula to a
hungry possum baby.

1 of 5
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It can catch rats and eat them.

And, because it needs calcium, eats the bones and skeletal remains
of road kill?

It is not territorial, and can live anywhere food and water exist.

It’s naturally immune to most diseases including rabies.

(Can you guess?  I already love it and want one for my garden, don’t
you?)  

He is also cute!

He hisses, then rolls up in a ball when threatened, and plays
possum (plays dead).

He eats seeds, overripe fruits, leaves, and grasses. 

He keeps himself and his environment very clean.  

And, he has 50 teeth to help with all this catching and chewing and
doing!  The environmentally desirable, and very useful Opossum
was the subject of a ‘possum rehabilitation class conducted in
Berkeley County. 

Experienced teacher and rehabber, Early Mitchum; KOW Shelter
Manager, Michele Galbraith, and Assistant Shelter Manager
Laurissa Akers drew a crowd of interested rehabbers, people much
like you and me, who came to learn how to be a volunteer, foster
parent, or transporter to orphaned babies and injured animals.  

Like you, I mostly see Opossums after being hit on the road, but
what we learned is that even if the mom is dead, there might be live
babies in her pouch.  She is a marsupial, bearing many babies
multiple times a year, after a 13-day pregnancy.  The babies make a
bee-line for the pouch, and find a teat filled with their nutrient that
they hang on to for the duration of their incubation.  No sharing
here!  They hang on the nipple, virtually swallowing it, and mom
lies on her back several times a day, to clean the babies and the
pouch-house!  This fabulous mothering system creates the need for
a different method of feeding babies, when they are forcibly
separated from mom.  They must be intubated (a tiny tube slipped
into their stomachs) to ingest their nourishment, every two hours.   
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And, because they are such high-tech garbage-foragers in the wild,
their formula is more complicated than that of other babies.  Into
the carefully measured and administered solution can go water,
Esbilac goat milk, calcium, egg yolk, brewers yeast, apple juice, and
neutrical paste.  For rehydration of an injured or displaced animal,
diluted Gatorade or Pedialyte is sometimes used.  The incredibly
precious babies fought off the tube, but when finally, they got the
hang of the feeding, they chirped like little birds.                                  
                            

As with all wild animals, they should always be given pre-release
opportunities and after learning the out-of-doors, be put back into
the wild to complete their mission as Sanitation Engineers in the
environment.  In the wild, possum life is rough, and few babies
make it to the adult life span of a year on average.  Man is their
worst predator!  And, because they are so hunted, animals with
injuries come into the KOW Center.  When it is determined they
can no longer survive in the wild, they can be gainfully employed by
the KOW for teaching programs for schools and communities.  

What should you do if you find a distressed possum?  If alive, please
call 843-636-1659 and with gloves on, carefully keep the animal
safe and warm.  Make sure the mom is dead, before you explore the
pouch, wearing clean disposable gloves.  Wear gloves for three
reasons:  The animal may carry bacteria; it may bite or scratch in
fright; and the babies in the pouch have no immunity from skin-
borne transmissions!  (A study of a related species, the wallaby,
finds their mother’s milk contains a compound 100 times more
powerful than penicillin, so the babies ingest their immunity
naturally from mom’s milk.)  If you have access to a pillow case, you
can place babies in it and tie it off to prevent their escape while you
are locating professional help.   Move the animal(s) to a safe, warm
place, and call a rehabber, such as Keeper of the Wild, 843-636-
1659.  A quick way to keep the animal warm is to take a partially
filled plastic drinking water bottle, heated in the sun or microwave
to your body temperature, and place it next to the animal.  They
have no natural body heating capacity when so small. 

Our family rescued a greyhound, name of Patches, at a time when a
‘possum had taken up residence near our fig trees.  Patches came
home with us and started running a small, perfectly oval (racing)
track inside the fenced in yard; and I feared for the
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by Elisabeth St. John

APRIL 10, 2023 12:00 AM

      

‘possum.  Nightly, the possum came out to forage figs, and Patches
would canter like a horse, circling around the ‘possum, while the
possum rolled into a ball and looked dead (“playing ‘possum”) in
the middle of the “track.”  Once Patches had run off her excess
energy, ignoring him, she’d canter back to the house.  He’d play
possum a while longer, then saunter off, belly full, and playtime
over.  

Keeper of the Wild Wildlife Rescue and Sanctuary, Inc. rescues,
rehabs, and releases orphaned and injured mammalian
wildlife.  Located at 1606 Coolers Dairy Road, Walterboro, SC,
KOW serves 9 counties in the low-country.  Please consider joining
volunteers, to be a foster parent, donate, or just help around the
shelter!  Careful… You just might fall in love again as I
did!   www.keeperofthewild.org
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Squirrel Rehab
Training 101
BY ELISABETH ST. JOHN  MARCH 16, 2023 12:00 AM

found a baby squirrel! What Should I Do?” First, keep the baby
warm. Second, call a rehabber for professional help (843-636-
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1659; www.keeperofthewild.org.) Third, do not feed it!
Fourth, take note of the circumstances. Was a cat
involved?

Those were the admonitions with which the Squirrel Class started. 
Tina Baxley is an experienced rehabilitation facilitator with Keeper
of the Wild Wildlife Rescue.  She has fostered over 45 squirrels plus
she has 9 babies in her care right now.  She feeds the babies every
few hours and separates them by age in labeled containers as
simple as a food storage container with holes punched near the top
for aeration.  Teenagers need larger cages to bounce around and
learn to climb, but babies nestle best in 100% cotton sheeting, or
non-woven's like shop or medical rags.  Loose weave materials,
such as terry cloth and flannel can tangle their little nails and even
unravel to choke tiny necks.  And a simple emergency warming
agent can be a half-full water bottle, heated to body temperature in
the microwave, wrapped in a sock or cloth and placed in the
container.  Or, fill a sock with some rice and heat 30 seconds at a
time in microwave, then check for desired warmth to comfort, and
place next to the little body simulating mother’s warmth to stay
alive.

Sometimes, if a baby falls from its nest, the mom is still around and
will come and get it to put it back in the nest.  If you suspect that is
the case, keep the baby safe and warm and leave it where its mama
can pick it up.  It is always a good idea to wear gloves so your scent
does not transfer to the baby, which could cause the mom to reject
it.  Also, there are diseases that wild animals can carry, so keeping
yourself safe and wearing gloves and washing hands is a very good
idea while performing a rescue. 

In cases of injuries, or the death of the mama squirrel, the best
resort is to turn the animal over to a rehabber, who is trained and
who also has access to medical resources.  What is a rehabber? 
These are volunteers, like Tina Baxley and the beautiful and
passionate women who attended the workshop.  When an animal is
in need, Keeper of the Wild puts out a call to the trained
volunteers.  Whoever is available or closest to the location of the
foundling, responds, and arranges the pickup to rehabilitate the
injured or displaced squirrel.



The volunteers in the class received detailed instruction on how to
compose feeding formula and when to administer it; to measure
babies’ progress by weighing before and after feeding, and by
carefully administering measured intake doses based on weight. 
Then each volunteer practiced and fed and “burped” each of the
nine babies under Tina’s guidance.  Burping was the excuse-word
for cuddling the little creature after it had its fill of formula and fell
asleep in the loving hands that had nurtured it.  Some babies
eagerly took their food, but the tiniest ones, 3 weeks old or less, still
had to learn what the o-ring syringe-nipple would bring them. 
Some of the “teens” were so eager they chirped to express their
impatience and delight.  The faces of the nurturing volunteers lit up
with delight in working with these beautiful little creatures.  The 3-
hour session flew by!

All squirrels are to be released to the wild.  Yes, they are incredibly
cute when they little, but they are not suitable pets.  A squirrel will
pick its favorite person (perhaps not the rescuer), and then turn on
that person and bite them at some point in the future.  They have a
wild instinct that protects them and ensures survival.  If you are
caring for an orphaned or injured squirrel, keep children, pets, and
all untrained people away from them for the safety of all.

What about an injured squirrel, you asked?  Non-releasable
squirrels are those whose teeth do not reduce naturally, and those
that may have suffered paralysis in the fall or concussion that left it
where it was lucky you came to help it.  Once babies’ teeth start
growing, they start gnawing.  The gnawing wears down the teeth so
that they stay the proper length for successful food foraging.  If the
teeth are abnormal, the squirrel’s teeth have to be manually cut by
an expert in order for it to stay alive, which prohibits its release to
the wild.  Paralysis of the back legs in injured animals can also be a
reason for non-release.  In such cases, the animal becomes a
permanent resident of the Shelter, and can be “gainfully employed”
in doing exhibits and teaching at schools and community centers. 
Tina told a wonderful story of a baby whose back legs were
paralyzed.  She talked to him to encourage him, day after day, but
he was not visibly growing stronger.  Finally, the day came one leg
started supporting him, and eventually the next leg came “alive.” 
He was successfully released, and for a time, came to the kitchen
window to say hello.  My brother, who is a forester, had a similar



experience with a baby he rescued, which for a while was a little guy
whose teeth would not stay short.  His name was Snoopie.  One day,
Snoopie took off from my brother’s shoulder onto a live oak, and for
a time, came back to visit. The last visit, he brought his squirrel-
wife, said hello in the kitchen window, and the couple departed
happily to their new life together.  Romantic, yes!  Animals are
capable of feelings that we think only humans experience!

How can you tell a baby squirrel from a baby mouse or rat?  Babies
look similar, but mice and rat babies open their eyes in 2 weeks.  A
squirrel’s eyes open after 5 weeks.  Baby rats and mice have clear
nails…but so do flying squirrel babies!  A grey or red squirrel has
black nails.

So why not feed a baby?  Unless it is literally so dehydrated that it is
dying, it is best not to risk feeding it because water or milk very
easily aspirates into its lungs.  A rehabber will sometimes hold a
dehydrated baby’s body under a soft stream of body-temperature
warm water to hydrate it through the skin.  The best thing you, the
rescuer, can do for your foundling, is to call a rehabber for help and
keep it warm.  Also, it is important to note the circumstances.  A cat
bite is poisonous to a squirrel, and the rehabber would need to
administer antibiotic immediately if a cat brought the animal.

Are you intrigued?  Come join Tina, Alison, Edye, Anita, Becky,
Brooke, Brittney, Jennifer, Helen, Nancy and many others, and
share the joy of knowing you are helping a special creature to live
and return to the wild to make friends and have a family and
complete its work in the circle of life!  It’s baby-season now, and
KOW needs all the help it can get, so please come and volunteer.

As I left the library at charming Daniel Island, an unusually large,
light grey, flicking tail caught my eye.  As his face turned to check
me out, the black mask, white contrast and gorgeous facial features
resembling a raccoon stood out.  He was a fox squirrel, and he was
Mr. Gorgeous!  Fox squirrels are larger than grey squirrels and were
imported in the previous centuries by wealthy landowners to
enhance their hunting grounds and plantations.  You can see them
on Spring Island or at The Biltmore Estate, where there also are
white squirrels.   



by Elisabeth St. John

MARCH 16, 2023 12:00 AM

      

Keeper of the Wild Wildlife Rescue and Sanctuary Inc. trains
rehabbers in a 9 county area of the Low Country.  For more
information and volunteer opportunities Volunteer Coordinator
through the website, www.keeperofthewild.org.
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TOWN OF SEABROOK ISLAND 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2025-02 
 

ADOPTED __________ 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE TOWN CODE FOR THE TOWN OF SEABROOK ISLAND, SOUTH 
CAROLINA; CHAPTER 2, ADMINISTRATION; ARTICLE II, MAYOR AND COUNCIL; SECTION 2-202, 
ELECTION AND TERMS OF OFFICE; SO AS TO AMEND THE TERM OF OFFICE FOR THE MAYOR AND 
MEMBERS OF TOWN COUNCIL FROM TWO-YEAR NON-STAGGERED TERMS TO FOUR-YEAR 
STAGGERED TERMS 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 2-202 of the Town Code for the Town of Seabrook Island (the 
“Town Code”), the Mayor and members of Town Council are currently elected to serve two-year non-
staggered terms; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council desire to amend the Town Code so as to transition the 
terms of office from two-year non-staggered terms to four-year staggered terms; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council for the Town of Seabrook Island believe that changing the 
current terms of office from two-year non-staggered terms to four-year staggered terms is in the best 
interest of the Town and will promote greater continuity on the Town Council;  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, pursuant to the authority granted by the Constitution and the General 
Assembly of the State of South Carolina, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL FOR THE 
TOWN OF SEABROOK ISLAND: 
 

SECTION 1. Amending Section 2-202 of the Town Code. The Town Code for the Town of 
Seabrook Island, South Carolina; Chapter 2, Administration; Article II, Mayor and Council; Section 2-
202, Election and Terms of Office; is hereby amended to read as follows:  
 

Sec. 2-202. Election and terms of office. 
 

(a) Mayor. The mayor shall be elected to a two-year term of office.  
 
(1) For general elections held prior to November 4, 2025, the mayor shall be elected 

to a two-year term of office. 
 

(2) For general elections held on or after November 4, 2025, the mayor shall be 
elected to a four-year term of office.  
 

(b) Town council members. Town council members shall be elected to a two-year term of 
office.  

 
(1) For general elections held prior to November 4, 2025, town council members shall 

be elected to a two-year term of office.  



 
(2) For general elections held on or after November 4, 2025, town council members 

shall be elected to staggered four-year terms of office. The implementation of 
staggered terms for town council members shall be as provided in subsection (c) 
below.   

 
(c) Implementation of four-year staggered terms. In order to implement four-year 

staggered terms, town council members shall be elected as follows: 
 

(1) During the general election held on November 4, 2025, a separate election shall 
be held for two council seats having a four-year term of office. Individuals filing to 
be a candidate for these two seats shall so designate on their candidate filing 
form. Subsequent elections for these two seats shall be held thereafter every four 
years. 
 

(2) During the general election held on November 4, 2025, a separate election shall 
be held for two council seats having an initial two-year term of office. Individuals 
filing to be a candidate for these two seats shall so designate on their candidate 
filing form. During the general election held on November 2, 2027, the election 
for these two seats shall be for a four-year term of office. Subsequent elections 
for these two seats shall be held thereafter every four years. 

 
SECTION 2. Severability.  

 
If any section, subsection, paragraph, clause, or provision of this ordinance shall be deemed 

to be unconstitutional, unenforceable, or otherwise invalid by the final decision of a court of 
competent jurisdiction, it shall be construed to have been the legislative intent of Town Council to 
pass said ordinance without such unconstitutional provision, and the validity of all remaining sections, 
subsections, paragraphs, clauses, or provisions of said ordinance shall not be affected thereby. If said 
ordinance, or any provision thereof, is held by the final decision of a court of competent jurisdiction 
to be inapplicable to any person, group of persons, property, kind of property, circumstances or set 
of circumstances, such holding shall not affect the applicability thereof to any other persons, 
property, or circumstances.  
 

SECTION 3. Conflicting Ordinances Repealed.  
 

All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance are 
hereby repealed.  
 

SECTION 4. Effective Date.  
 

This ordinance shall be effective from and after the date of adoption.  
 

SIGNED AND SEALED this _____ day of ___________________, 2025, having been duly 
adopted by the Mayor and Council for the Town of Seabrook Island on the _____ day of 
___________________, 2025.  



 
 
First Reading:  March 25, 2025   TOWN OF SEABROOK ISLAND 
Public Hearing:  April 22, 2025 
Second Reading: April 22, 2025         

Bruce Kleinman, Mayor 

 

LEGAL REVIEW       ATTEST 
 
_______________________________    _______________________________ 
Stafford J. McQuillin, Town Attorney    Peter D. Wiggins II, Town Clerk 
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Seabrook Island Dolphin Education Program Agreement 

 

 THIS AGREEMENT is made and entered into this ____ day of ________________, 20245 by 

and between Lowcountry Marine Mammal Network, (“LMMN”), a 501(c)(3) organization focused on 

protecting marine mammals (dolphins, whales and seals) in South Carolina, with a principal office at 

1367 Clearbrook Street, North Charleston, SC 29405, and the Town of Seabrook Island, (the “Town”) 

a South Carolina municipality, with a principal office at 2001 Seabrook Island Road, Seabrook Island, 

South Carolina. 

 WHEREAS, “Strand feeding” is a unique hunting behavior in which bottlenose dolphins 

(Tursiops truncatus) work together in small groups to herd fish towards the shore. They then use a 

powerful wave to push the fish onto the shore and then lunge onto the shore to grab the fish; and 

 WHEREAS, the Town is one of a few locations in the U.S. that dolphins are known to strand 

feed; and 

 WHEREAS, Giving the dolphins their space while strand feeding is important to ensure they 

are not harassed and this specialized hunting strategy is not disrupted; and  

 WHEREAS, The Department of Fisheries of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration (“NOAA”) has received reports of beach goers trying to interact with (touch, chase, or 

swim with) or hand feed the dolphins as they strand feed on the beaches of Seabrook Island, South 

Carolina in apparent violation of the Marine Mammal Protection Act (the “MMPA”); and 

WHEREAS, the parties hereto wish to undertake a project called the Seabrook Island Dolphin 

Education Program, (hereinafter, the “Project”) the purpose of which is to reduce disturbance to 

strand feeding dolphins and minimize violations of the MMPA, as well as better understand the local 

dolphin population and this feeding strategy. Components of the Project include community outreach 

on/near the beaches where dolphins are known to strand feed, as well as distribution of outreach 

materials throughout the Town. Data will be collected to help biologists better understand this 

unique strand feeding behavior (i.e., frequency, number of dolphins, photo documentation).  

NOW THEREFORE in consideration of the foregoing premises and the mutual covenants and 

conditions contained herein, the parties hereto agree as follows: 

1. Expected Project Outcomes; Publication of Findings: The expected results of the 

Project include a reduction in disturbance by beachgoers to strand feeding dolphins, an increased 

number of residents and visitors to the Town educated about dolphin conservation, and a better 
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understanding of dolphin strand feeding behavior, local bottlenose dolphin population, and MMPA 

violations. The Project will also allow LMMN to monitor the strand feeders to gain more insight into 

their behavior, and will help it understand if the behavior is increasing or decreasing among animals, 

identify individual strand feeders through photo-identification and determine if there is seasonality 

relevance to strand feeding. The information obtained as a result of the Project will allow LMMN to 

continue to monitor the behavior and understand the risks of human interactions. With this 

information, LMMN may, subject to the provisions of Section 9 hereof, publish its findings in a peer-

reviewed publication and provide information content for the Town’s website.  

 

2. Project Team: LMMN will establish a project team consisting of two (2) individuals 

(hereinafter, the “Project Team”) to be assigned to the Project. The Project Team will establish 

relationships with the Town to better understand the value of this behavior to the community while 

working together towards the conservation of this rare and unique behavior. A list of all Project Team 

members and their qualifications are attached hereto as Exhibit A.  

 

3. Project Period: The Project will start once the Principal Investigator (hereinafter, the 

“PI”) is able to recruit and train sufficient volunteers from among Seabrook Island residents. It is 

anticipated that the project will begin on or around April 1, 20245, and it will conclude on or around 

December 31, 20245 (hereinafter, the “Project Period”). LMMN will assign not less than one (1) 

person (hereinafter, the “Project Team Members”) on the beach during peak times for strand feeding 

to observe and record dolphin behavior and engage the public about maintaining a safe viewing 

distance.  

 

4. Goals of the Project: The Project goals will include the following: 

A. Increase awareness of residents of and visitors to the Town about conservation of the 

bottlenose dolphin population that resides in and around Capt. Sam’s Inlet;  

B. Education of both local residents and visitors about dolphin strand feeding behavior. 

Project Team Members will provide beach goers with information about this unique 

behavior, laws protecting wild dolphins from illegal feeding and harassment, as well 

as ways to safely view the behavior and animals without disturbing them;  
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C. Enhance understanding about habitat use and individual strand feeding dolphins to 

help understand the broader impact of habitat destruction and its effects on this 

population of dolphins;  

D. Reduce instances of marine mammal harassment; and 

E. Assist Town code enforcement officers with the identification of potential violations 

of the Town’s beach and wildlife protection ordinances.  

 

5. Project Undertakings by LMMN: The Project will include the following actions and activities 

to be undertaken by LMMN during the Project Period: 

A. Project Team Members will identify feeding hotspots to allow the parties hereto to 

focus conservation efforts on those areas as well as understand the impacts on 

individual strand feeders if these habitats are lost or if the behavior is abandoned. 

Information regarding the locations of the feeding hotspots will be provided by LMMN 

to the Town as promptly as possible.  

B. Beach observations will be the main focus of the Project. During these observations, 

Project Team Members and volunteers will collect dolphin behavior data and will have 

an opportunity to talk with beach goers and answer questions about strand feeding 

behavior and encourage responsible viewing. Observations will be conducted once 

weekly by the PI, while interns and volunteers will cover the remainder of the week. 

Observations will take place for approximately four (4) hours each day during the 

Project Period. LMMN will seek to obtain volunteers among the Town’s residents to 

conduct observations on the days Project Team Members are not anticipated to be 

present so the week is covered during the Project Period. LMMN will provide the 

Town with the name of each Seabrook Island volunteer as promptly as is reasonably 

practicable.  

C. Project Team Members will educate local residents and visitors of the Town about 

dolphin conservation, with the goal of reducing disturbance to strand feeding 

dolphins. Project Team Members will inform residents and visitors that the Town is 

very unique because it is one of the few places where dolphins are known to strand 

feed and the public can easily access the area where strand feeding occurs and view 

this behavior, and advise beach goers of the factors which threaten these dolphins.  
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D. Project Team Members will request local businesses (e.g., hotels, shops and marinas) 

to help distribute outreach materials.  

E. A primary objective of the Project is to educate beach goers about the importance of 

reducing human interference, both from the beach and water, during strand feeding 

for fear that the dolphins will abandon this behavior on the Town’s beaches. Project 

Team Members will be present on the beach each weekday during the peak season 

(June-August) during the Project Period and 4 days per week, including peak 

weekends, during other parts of the year, at times in which biologists believe strand 

feeding is most likely to occur (approximately two hours before to two hours after 

low tide). Project Team Members will ask beach goers to follow the following viewing 

guidelines to reduce disturbance to strand feeding dolphins:  

(A) View dolphins from a distance and get a better view using binoculars;  

(B) Give dolphins sufficient space and keep dogs away from the shore where 

dolphins may be present during periods of strand feeding; 

(C) Avoid loud or sudden movements near the dolphins while they are strand 

feeding; and  

(D) Avoid feeding or attempting to feed dolphins, as such activities are both 

harmful and illegal (this includes throwing fish on the shore back to dolphins 

while they are strand feeding). 

In discharging their responsibilities under this Section 5(E), Project Team Members 

will treat beach goers with respect and will respect the beach goers right and ability 

to enjoy his or her beach experience. Project Team Members will not engage beach 

goers who express no interest in the education effort.  

F. Project Team Members will collect data that could be used by LMMN to better 

understand the resident population of dolphins, the number of dolphins in the 

immediate area, the number of dolphins participating in stand feeding and whether 

and to what extent MMPA violations occur. Copies of all data and information 

collected by Team Members will be provided to the Town as promptly as is reasonably 

practicable.  

G. Project Team Members will take photographs of dorsal fins dolphin which will be used 

to identify individual dolphins which will then be compared to a long-standing photo-
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id catalogue housed at NOAA/National Ocean Service. Copies of all photographs taken 

by Project Team Members will be given to the Town as promptly as is reasonably 

practicable.  

H. During the Project Period, Project Team Members will set up dolphin conservation 

educational displays at local events and presentations on the Project will be given to 

local community groups and water enthusiasts and local community groups. 

I. Project Team Members may install interpretive signs about strand feeding only after 

receiving prior written permission from the Town.  

J. Project Team Members will wear tee shirts and identification tags approved by the 

Town at all times when they are on the Town’s beaches.  

K. While Project Team Members are not charged with enforcing violations of the Town’s 

beach and/or wildlife protection ordinances, Project Team Members who observe a 

violation are encouraged to report alleged violations to Town code enforcement 

officers for investigation and possible enforcement. When Beach Patrol officers are 

present on the beach (daily April through September), alleged violations may be 

reported by phone or text message to (843) 718-6083. At all other times, alleged 

violations may be reported to Seabrook Island Town Hall by phone at (843) 768-9121.  

 

6. Project Undertakings by the Town:  The Town shall (A) request access for Project Team 

Members as required through the Seabrook Island Property Association gate, (B) assist LMMN in 

obtaining Seabrook Island volunteers to conduct observations and (C) arrange for introductions of 

Project Team Members to merchants and local community groups.  

 

7. Compensation, Materials, and Travel Expenses; Payment: For the beach observations, data 

collection and volunteer coordination, as described herein, the Town shall pay to LMMN the amount 

of six thousand, seven hundred and seventy-two dollars ($6,772.00) in nine (9) equal monthly 

installments of seven hundred fifty-two dollars and forty-four cents ($752.44) each. Such amounts 

shall be due and payable upon receipt of invoice as of the last day of each month during the Project 

Period.  

 In addition, the Town shall reimburse LMMN for its reasonable and necessary travel expenses 

in an amount not to exceed in the aggregate one thousand nine hundred and forty-four dollars 
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($1,944.00). The Town shall reimburse LMMN for such travel expenses upon presentation of invoices 

therefore, together with appropriately documented receipts for such expenses.  

 It is anticipated that LMMN will incur additional expenses for site visits, training, island events, 

tee shirts and educational materials in an amount not to exceed, in the aggregate, one thousand 

three hundred and ten dollars ($1,314.00). The Town shall reimburse LMMN for such miscellaneous 

expenses upon presentation of invoices therefore, together with appropriately documented receipts 

for such expenses.   

 

8. Cancellation for Non-Allocation of Funds: This Agreement shall be subject to cancellation 

without damages or further obligation when funds are not appropriated or otherwise made available 

to support continued performance of this Agreement by the Town.  

 

9. Anticipated Project Benefit; Limitation on Public Release of Information: The main anticipated 

benefit of the Project is the safety of both humans and dolphins on Seabrook Island. However, a 

collateral benefit to LMMN will be an increase of its understanding of the use of Capt. Sam’s Inlet as 

a preferred location for strand feeding. The information LMMN will obtain from implementation of 

the Project will allow it to provide scientific data on how the development of Capt. Sam’s Inlet could 

affect the dolphin’s behavior. It is a condition precedent of the Town’s participation in the Project 

and shall be an express undertaking by LMMN that any and all information obtained by LMMN, 

Project Team Members or volunteers, and / or LMMN’s conclusions and interpretation of such 

information and / or recommendations based on such information must be reviewed and approved 

by the Town in writing prior to any public release or publication thereof or the distribution thereof to 

any third-party including NOAA/NOS. For the avoidance of doubt, any publication or distribution of 

the information and data collected by LMMN, Project Team Members or volunteers by reason of their 

participation in the Project or publication of any analysis, study, evaluation, conclusion or 

recommendation based directly or indirectly on such data must be approved in writing by the Town 

in advance of such publication.  

 LMMN shall not issue any press release or other statement for public distribution identifying 

the Town’s participation in the Project without first having obtained the prior written consent of the 

Town.  
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 LMMN shall promptly notify the Town of any relevant meetings, events, training 

opportunities, and/or similar activities which will take place in the Town, and the Town shall take 

reasonable efforts to assist LMMN with public outreach and marketing of such meetings, events, 

training opportunities, and/or similar activities.  

 

10. Release; Waiver; Hold Harmless and Indemnity: In consideration for allowing LMMN to 

undertake the Project and data collections as described herein, LMMN hereby releases, waives, 

discharges and covenants not to sue the Town, its elected officials, employees or agents or volunteers 

(hereinafter referred to as “Releasees”) with respect to any and all liability, claims, demands, actions 

and causes of action whatsoever arising out of or related to any loss, damage, or injury, including 

death, that may be sustained by it, or any of its employees or agents or any property belong to it, 

whether caused by the negligence of the Releasees or otherwise, while participating in the Project or 

while in or on the way to the Town. LMMN shall ensure that each Project Team Member and 

volunteer executes and delivers to the Town releases in their individual capacity.  LMMN further 

agrees to indemnify, defend (with counsel reasonably acceptable to the Releasees) and hold harmless 

the Releasees and each of them from and against any loss, liability, damage or cost, including court 

costs and attorney’s fees, that any or all of them may occur by reason of the Town’s participation in 

the Project.  

 

11. Contract Administration: Any questions or issues arising after the execution of this contract 

shall be directed to the Town Administrator of the Town. 

 

12. Non-Assignment:  Neither this Agreement nor any right or obligation hereunder may be 

assigned, sublet, or transferred without the prior written consent of the Town.  

 

13. Governing Law: This Agreement and any dispute, claim or controversy relating thereto (other 

than issues relating to conflict of laws) shall in all respects be interpreted, construed, enforced and 

governed under the laws of the state of South Carolina. All disputes, claims or controversies relating 

to the Agreement shall be resolved in the circuit court of Charleston County, South Carolina. LMMN 

agrees that any act by the Town regarding this Agreement is not a waiver of the Town’s immunity 

under the South Carolina Tort Claims Act or any other applicable laws.  
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14. Notice. Any notice which may be or is otherwise required to be given under this Agreement 

shall be given in writing and shall be delivered (i) in person, (ii) by certified mail, postage prepaid 

return receipt request, (iii) by commercial overnight courier that guarantees next day delivery or (iv) 

by e-mail, and such notices shall be addressed as follows: 

 

 If to LMMN:  Lauren Rust 

    Executive Director, LMMM 

    1367 Clearbrook Street 

North Charleston, SC 29405 

lauren@lowcountrymarinemammalnetwork.org  

 

 If to the Town:  Joseph M. Cronin, Town Administrator 

    Town of Seabrook Island 

    2001 Seabrook Island Road 

    Seabrook Island, SC 29455 

    jcronin@townofseabrookisland.org 

 

15. Collaborations:  It is anticipated and agreed that LMMN will collaborate with the National 

Oceanic Atmospheric Administration / National Ocean Service (hereinafter “NOAA/NOS”) as 

they have 30 years’ experience working with dolphin population and a network of volunteers 

that can provide additional help if needed. Their input into the Project design and dolphin 

biology will help steer the educational program. NOAA/NOS also holds the Bottlenose Dolphin 

Charleston Estuarine System Stock photo-id catalogue, which include sightings taken off of 

the Town’s beaches, and will be instrumental in matching individual dolphins from this study. 

 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this Agreement as of the day, month 

and year first above written. 

 

  

mailto:lauren@lowcountrymarinemammalnetwork.org
mailto:jcronin@townofseabrookisland.org
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LOWCOUNTRY MARINE MAMMAL NETWORK  TOWN OF SEABROOK ISLAND 

 

By:    ____________________________  By:   ____________________________ 

 Lauren Rust, Executive Director     Bruce Kleinman, Mayor 

 

Attest:  ___________________________  Attest:  ____________________________ 
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EXHIBIT A 
 

PROJECT TEAM MEMBERS & QUALIFICATIONS 
 
LAUREN RUST: Lauren Rust is the executive director and founder of the Lowcountry Marine Mammal 
Network, a registered 501(c)3 nonprofit dedicated to increasing the community’s knowledge about 
our local marine mammals and ways to conserve their habitats. Lauren holds a BS in Marine Biology 
from The College of Charleston and MS in Ecology from the University of Wales in which she focused 
on dolphin daily behavioral budgets. She has 15 years’ experience working with several marine 
mammal species in a variety of settings including nonprofit and government agencies such as NOAA, 
NIST and The Marine Mammal Center. She has lived in Charleston for over 12 years and is well 
connected in the environmental community.  
 
WAYNE MCFEE: Wayne McFee is the PI of the Coastal Marine Mammal Assessment division at the 
National Ocean Service in Charleston, SC. Mr. McFee has nearly 25 years of experience handling 
stranding events in South Carolina, and has authored or co-authored nearly 40 manuscripts in peer-
reviewed journals related to dolphin life history (diet, pathology, reproduction, age, etc), 
contaminants, and human interaction. He is a member of numerous government sponsored working 
groups including the Crab Pot/Dolphin interaction working group, the Mid-Atlantic Unusual Mortality 
Event Population Dynamics Team, and the Southeast Regional Wildlife Impacts from Marine Debris 
working group. Mr. McFee received a MS degree in Biology from Northeastern University where he 
studied mass strandings of pilot whales on Cape Cod.   
 

 



SECOND THIRD ADDENDUM 
to the 

BEACH PATROL SERVICES CONTRACT 
between the 

TOWN OF SEABROOK ISLAND 
and 

ISLAND BEACH SERVICES, LLC 
  

WHEREAS,  the Town of Seabrook  Island, a public body corporate and politic and political 
subdivision of the State of South Carolina, whose principal office is located at 2001 Seabrook Island 
Road,  Seabrook  Island,  SC  29455  (hereafter,  the  “Town")  and  Island  Beach  Services,  LLC, D/B/A 
Barrier Island Ocean Rescue, a South Carolina Limited Liability Corporation, the address of which is 
32  Sora  Rail  Road,  Kiawah  Island,  SC  29455  (hereafter,  the  "Contractor"),  (“Party”  as  to  each; 
collectively the “Parties”), entered into a contract for the provision of Beach Patrol Services within 
the Town with an effective date of March 24, 2021 (hereafter, the “Contract”); and 

 
WHEREAS, the initial term of the Contract was for a period of two (2) years, expiring on March 

31, 2023; and 
 
WHEREAS, under the terms of the Contract, the Town has the option to renew the Contract 

for  three  (3)  additional  one  (1)  year  periods;  provided,  however,  any  changes  to  the  dates  of 
coverage, hours of operation and price shall be agreed to in writing by the Parties and made part of 
the Contract by addendum; and 

 
WHEREAS, on March 28, 2023, the Parties agreed to extend the Contract by renewal for an 

additional period of one (1) year, upon such terms, conditions and amendments as were mutually 
agreeable to both Parties (hereafter, the “First Addendum”); and 

 
WHEREAS, on March 28, 2024, the Parties agreed to extend the Contract by renewal for an 

additional period of one (1) year, upon such terms, conditions and amendments as were mutually 
agreeable to both Parties (hereafter, the “Second Addendum”); and 

 
WHEREAS, the Parties have agreed to extend the Contract by renewal for an additional period 

of one  (1) year, upon such terms, conditions and amendments as are mutually agreeable to both 
Parties, as outlined herein; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants set forth herein, and for other 
good and valuable consideration, the sufficiency of which is hereby acknowledged, the Parties hereby 
execute  this  second  third  addendum  (hereafter,  the  “Second  Third  Addendum”)  to  extend  the 
Contract  by  renewal  for  an  additional  period  of  one  (1)  year,  for  the  period  beginning  April  1, 
20242025, and ending March 31, 2025 2026 (hereafter, the “Second Third Renewal Period”). Unless 
further modified herein, the Contract shall remain subject to the same terms and conditions as the 
original  Contract,  inclusive  of  any  amendments  incorporated  in  the  First  or  Second  Addendum, 
mutatis mutandis. The Parties further agree to the following additional amendments to the Contract, 
as follows: 

 



AMENDMENT  #1:  Section  3  of  the  Contract  (Contract  Price:  Payment  Terms)  is  hereby 
amended to add the following: 

 
SECTION 3 

Contract Price: Payment Terms 
 
  The Town agrees  to pay  two hundred  thirty‐ninesix  thousand  three hundred and  sixty‐six 
dollars  ($2369,3066.00)  (hereafter,  the  "Second  Third  Renewal  Period  Contract  Price")  to  the 
Contractor for the Contractor's performance of the Services during the Second Third Renewal Period, 
as amended herein, plus all reasonable expenses, pre‐approved in writing by the Town Administrator, 
necessary to accomplish and complete the Services, in accordance with all terms and conditions as 
stated herein. The Second Third Renewal Period Contract Price shall be paid in monthly installments, 
as follows: 
 

Installment #  Dates Covered (Installment Period)  Payment Amount 

1  April 1 – April 30, 20242025   $ 39,844.3339,394.33 
2  May 1 – May 31, 20242025   $ 39,844.3339,394.33 
3  June 1 – June 30, 20242025   $ 39,844.3339,394.33 
4  July 1 – July 31, 20242025   $ 39,844.3339,394.33 
5  August 1 – August 30, 20242025   $ 39,844.3339,394.33 
6  September 1 – September 30, 20242025   $ 39,844.3539,394.35 

TOTAL  $ 239,066.00236,366.00 

 
  The Contractor shall invoice the Town for each Payment Amount within five (5) business days 
following the closing date of each  Installment Period.  In no event shall the aggregate total of the 
invoices for Services so submitted exceed the Second Third Renewal Period Contract Price.   
 

AMENDMENT  #2:  Section  4  of  the  Contract  (Term  of  Contract;  Time  and  Dates  of 
Performance) is hereby amended to add the following: 
 

SECTION 4 
Term of Contract, Time and Dates of Performance 

 
  The term of the original Contract shall be extended by renewal for an additional one (1) year 
period to incorporate the continuation of Services during the Second Third Renewal Period. During 
the Second Third Renewal Period, the Contractor shall perform the Services on the dates and times 
and with the personnel and vehicles as follows: 
 

Hours of Operation 
 

Dates 
#  

Days 
Shift 

# 
Vehicles 

# 
Personnel  

Shift Times 
Start/End  

On Beach Times 
Start/End (Approx) 

Apr 1 –  
May 23  53  1  2  2  9:00 AM – 5:00 PM  

(8 hours) 
9:45 AM – 4:15 PM  

(6.5 hours) 
May 24 –  
Aug 15  84  1  2  2  8:00 AM – 4:00 PM  

(8 hours) 
8:45 AM – 3:15 PM  

(6.5 hours) 



1 / 2  2  4  Overlap Period 
12:45 PM – 3:15 PM 

(2.5 hours) 

2  2  2  12:00 PM – 8:00 PM  
(8 hours) 

12:45 PM – 7:15 PM  
(6.5 hours) 

Aug 16 –  
Sep 30  46  1  2  2  9:00 AM – 5:00 PM  

(8 hours) 
9:45 AM – 4:15 PM  

(6.5 hours) 

Total  183 
Total Man Hours/Season   4,272 hours  3,471 hours 

Total Hours with Beach Patrol Coverage/Season   1,525.5 hours 

 
During the Second Renewal Period, the Contractor shall provide all necessary staff, vehicles 

and equipment to service up to six (6) trash receptacles on the beach (hereafter, "Trash Service"). 
Trash Service shall be provided as follows: 

 
Dates of Coverage  # Times Serviced Per Week  Days of Service * 

April 1 – May 23, 2024  3  Wed, Fri, Sun 
May 24 – August 15, 2024  5  Mon, Wed, Fri, Sat, Sun 

August 16 – September 30, 2024  3  Wed, Fri, Sun 
Total     

 
* Days of Service may be amended by mutual agreement of both Parties. 

 
In order to facilitate the provision of Trash Service, the Town shall be responsible for: 

 
• Installing all trash receptacles on the beach on or before April 1st; 
• Providing trash bags to the Contractor on an as‐needed basis; and 
• Providing a dumpster or container(s) for the storage and disposal of trash collected 

from the beach by the Contractor. 
 

Upon request by the Town, and subject to reasonable notice being provided by the Town to 
the Contractor, the Contractor agrees to provide additional days of Trash Service during the Second 
Renewal Period beyond the intervals specified herein. The Contractor shall invoice the Town, and 
the Town agrees to pay, for such additional Trash Service at a rate of $75.00 per day for each day 
such additional Trash Service is provided.  
 

Upon reasonable notice to the Contractor during the Second Third Renewal Period, the Town 
may request Services on dates other than those specified above. In such event, the Contractor shall 
use reasonable efforts to accommodate the Town's request at a cost approximately proportional to 
the Second Third Renewal Period Contract Price. Any changes in the Second Third Renewal Period 
Contract Price, dates of coverage and hours of coverage shall be agreed to in writing by both Parties 
and attached hereto as an addendum.  
 

The Town reserves the right to renew the  initial Contract, as amended herein, for one (1) 
additional one‐year period if it determines renewal to be in its best interest. Any request for a price 
increase must be made  in writing at  least ninety  (90) days prior  to  the anniversary date of  the 
Contract, or sooner if so requested by the Town. Any request will be evaluated prior to exercising 
the option  to  renew. The Town will be  the  sole  judge  as  to whether  any price  increase will be 



approved. If the Town exercises its right of renewal, any changes to the dates of coverage, hours of 
operation and Contract Price will be agreed in writing and made part of the Contract by addendum. 
 

The Contractor expressly acknowledges  that  time  is of  the essence  in  completion of  this 
Contract and  that  the  time  limits and dates herein are critical components of  the Contract. The 
Contractor  warrants  and  represents  that  it  has  taken  these  facts  into  consideration  and  has 
determined that it can complete the Services within these time limits, including time for likely delays 
caused by weather or from other sources. The Contractor will not be compensated for any delays 
beyond the time set forth herein. The Contractor's only remedy for delays may be an extension of 
time to perform the Services. Due consideration will be given to claims for an extension of time due 
to extraordinary circumstances only. 
 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have made and executed this Amendment by their 
duly authorized officers or representatives: 
 
 
TOWN OF SEABROOK ISLAND    ISLAND BEACH SERVICES, LLC 
     
By:      By:   
         
Name:  Bruce Kleinman    Name:  Robert Edgerton 
         
Title:  Mayor    Title:  Owner 
         
Date:      Date:   
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 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, Grantee has accepted the foregoing conveyance as of the 
____ day of __________________, 2025. 
 
SIGNED, SEALED AND DELIVERED 
IN THE PRESENCE OF 
 THE TOWN OF SEABROOK ISLAND, 

 a South Carolina municipal corporation 
  
 
 
  By: __________________________________(SEAL) 
 Print Name: 
 Title: 
ATTEST: 
 
 
  
 
 
  By: __________________________________(SEAL) 
 Print Name: 
 Title: 
 
 
 
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) 
 ) ACKNOWLEDGMENT 
COUNTY OF CHARLESTON ) 
 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this ____ day of ___________, 
2025, by THE TOWN OF SEABROOK ISLAND, a South Carolina municipal corporation, 
acting herein by ______________________________________________, its 
_________________________________________, and _________________________________, its 
__________________________________, on behalf of the said corporation. 
 

___________________________________(SEAL) 
Notary Name: __________________________ 
Notary Public for South Carolina 
My Commission Expires _________________ 
[Affix official notarial seal or stamp] 

 
 

IT IS FURTHER ACKNOWLEDGED that the undersigned, by and on behalf of the 
SEABROOK ISLAND UTILITY COMMISSION, hereby acknowledges receipt of the 
foregoing Bill of Sale and affirms its recognition and understanding of the terms and 
conditions set forth therein.   
 
  By: __________________________________(SEAL) 
 Print Name: 
 Title: 















 

6 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, Grantee has accepted the foregoing conveyance as of the 

____ day of __________________, 2025. 

 

SIGNED, SEALED AND DELIVERED 

IN THE PRESENCE OF 

 THE TOWN OF SEABROOK ISLAND, 

 a South Carolina municipal corporation 

  

 

 

  By: __________________________________(SEAL) 
 Print Name: 

 Title: 

ATTEST: 

 

 

  

 

 

  By: __________________________________(SEAL) 
 Print Name: 

 Title: 

 

 

 
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) 

 ) ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

COUNTY OF CHARLESTON ) 

 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this ____ day of ___________, 2025, by 

THE TOWN OF SEABROOK ISLAND, a South Carolina municipal corporation, acting herein by 

_____________________________________, its _________________________________________, and 

_________________________________, its __________________________________, on behalf of the said 

corporation. 

 

___________________________________(SEAL) 

Notary Name: __________________________ 

Notary Public for South Carolina 

My Commission Expires _________________ 

[Affix official notarial seal or stamp] 

 

IT IS FURTHER ACKNOWLEDGED that the undersigned, by and on behalf of the 

SEABROOK ISLAND UTILITY COMMISSION, hereby acknowledges receipt of the 

foregoing Grant of Perpetual Easement and affirms its recognition and understanding of the 

terms and conditions set forth therein.   
 

  By: __________________________________(SEAL) 

 Print Name: 

 Title: 
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