
























From:
To: Tyler Newman
Subject: Variance 184
Date: Tuesday, November 14, 2023 4:58:22 PM

I object to removal of protected trees.
Someone suggested that tennis courts are under utilized and one could be converted to Pickleball versus building
new Pickleball courts.
I informally volunteered on next door to participate in a utilization study of tennis courts.
Please do not authorize removal of any protective trees until such a study can be completed with recommendations.
As I said, I volunteered to participate in such a study.
If you agree, I am available.
Please let me know your position.

M. G. Isaac

Living my -



From:
To: Tyler Newman
Subject: Variance #184
Date: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 7:06:52 PM

We do not know much about the NEED for more courts.
The Club has stated that they do not know how broad the need is.
They cannot provide info on the % of distinct club members who booked courts.
It might be that a small % of members do many multiple bookings .
DO NOT APPROVE THE VARIANCE REQUEST UNTIL A FULL, CLEAR, PUBLIC HEARING
REVEALS TRUE DEMAND/ NEED, AND THEN IF THAT DEMAND TRUMPS OUR AUDOBON STANDING

M. G. Isaac

Living my -













From: no-reply@weebly.com
To: Tyler Newman
Subject: New Form Entry: Public Comments - Variance #184
Date: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 7:23:31 PM

 

You've just received a new submission to your Public Comments -
Variance #184.
Mark as Spam

Submitted Information:

Name
Regina Oster

Address
3084 Seabrook Village Drive

Email Address

Do you support the approval of Variance #184
Yes - In Favor

Comment
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From:
To: Tyler Newman
Cc: Joe Cronin; Katharine Watkins; Ed Williams; Bob Leggett
Subject: SIC request for variance for Racquet Club expansion
Date: Tuesday, November 14, 2023 3:11:30 PM

Mr. Newman:

Although additional pickleball courts are desirable, the Seabrook Island Club’s request for a
variance to encroach on setbacks and remove protected trees at the Racquet Club should not
be approved because it does not meet the four standards needed for variance approval.

There are no extraordinary and exceptional conditions that make it necessary to build
additional pickleball courts and parking at this particular location. While it may be a
convenient location to build the courts, it is more valuable in its current state because the
greenspace benefits our entire community. Additional courts – 3 or 4 – could be built with
some additional parking without the variance. Current zoning already allows for those
facilities.   

The property that would be transformed into the courts is the one remaining parcel within the
Racquet Club complex that is still mostly natural.  For that reason, the number of courts built
on this parcel should be limited to what current zoning allows.  Minimizing the removal of
trees and preserving buffers will enhance the natural attractiveness of the Racquet Club. 

In addition, if the variance is granted, the negative impact from the noise and light on nearby
properties will be greater.  Preserving the trees will provide a valuable buffer for the increased
noise and light. The variance would be detrimental to the public good and character of the
surrounding area because the construction would encroach on the setbacks and reduce the
buffers and the number of trees.  

Jeffrey Pompe
2348 Andell Way























From:
To: Tyler Newman
Cc: Joe Cronin; Katharine Watkins; Ed Williams; Bob Leggett
Subject: SIC request for variance for Racquet Club expansion
Date: Sunday, November 12, 2023 1:43:24 PM

Mr. Newman:

The Board of Zoning Appeals should not approve the Seabrook Island Club’s request for a
variance to encroach on setbacks and remove protected trees at the Racquet Club.  Some
additional racquetball courts and parking can be built at the Racquet Club without the
variance.  The use of 8’ tall chain link fencing is appropriate where those new courts are built.
The requested variance does not meet the four standards (listed below) used by the Board of
Zoning Appeals to evaluate variance requests for the reasons stated below.

1. There are extraordinary and exceptional conditions pertaining to this particular piece of
property.

The applicant claims that the entire Racquet Club complex is extraordinary and exceptional
because it is the primary racquet facility on Seabrook Island.  That argument misconstrues the
intent of this variance standard.  There are no extraordinary and exception conditions
pertaining to this particular piece of property that necessitate a variance to build five
pickleball courts and associated parking.  The property is in many respects characteristic of
other wooded properties on Seabrook Island.  The location of the parcel adjacent to other
Racquet Club facilities does not make it extraordinary or exceptional, it simply makes it a
convenient location for similar activities.  Convenience is not an adequate basis for a variance.

The new facilities should be built in accordance with the current requirements of the Town’s
development standards.  The Club does not need a variance to build pickleball courts, parking
spaces, and associated fencing on the parcel.  They are only requesting a variance because the
number of facilities they want to build exceeds the capacity of the property.  The Club’s desire
for additional pickleball courts and parking must be balanced with the inherent suitability of
the property to reasonably accommodate those facilities without detriment to other resources,
features, or desirable qualities of the surrounding landscape. 

A case can be made that this parcel (not the entire Racquet Club) exhibits extraordinary and
exceptional conditions because it is in effect a natural oasis surrounded by roads, tennis
facilities, and condominiums.  Current zoning allows the building of additional courts and
related structures on the site.  But it would be a clear violation of this variance standard to
allow even more clearing and construction that would further diminish the extraordinary and
exceptional natural features of this parcel.  The property is also exceptional because of its
striking visual appeal on Seabrook Island Road only yards from the gate.  This important
feature, which benefits our entire community, would be compromised by the requested
variance.

2. These conditions do not generally apply to other property in the vicinity.

As stated above, this property has no extraordinary and exceptional conditions, except its
unique, natural appeal.  The property is the one remaining parcel within the Racquet Club
complex that is still mostly natural.  For that reason, the number of courts built on this parcel
should be limited to what current zoning allows.  Minimizing the removal of trees and



preserving buffers will enhance the natural attractiveness of the entire Racquet Club. 

3. Because of these conditions, the application of the zoning requirements to this particular
piece of property would effectively prohibit or unreasonably restrict the utilization of the
property.

Denying the variance would not “effectively prohibit or unreasonably restrict the utilization of
the property.”  While the parcel may not accommodate five courts without a variance, it most
likely would support three or even four courts and somewhat less parking without a variance. 
Complying with the current zoning may not meet the optimum number of courts requested by
the Club, but it certainly would not prohibit some additional courts and parking.  And the
zoning requirements would not be “unreasonable” when taking into account the adverse
effects of the variance.  

4. The authorization of the variance will not be of substantial detriment to adjacent property or
to the public good, and the character of the district will not be harmed by the granting of the
variance.

The noise and light impacts of the variance will be unnecessarily detrimental to the adjacent
properties.  With or without a variance, the noise and lighting associated with the courts and
parking will adversely affect neighbors and wildlife.  However, the noise and lighting impacts
will be less without a variance.  Those impacts can be minimized by retaining the entire buffer
(no encroachment) as well as retaining all protected trees by limiting the number of new courts
and parking spaces.  The variance would also be detrimental to the public good and character
of the surrounding area because the environmental impacts on the parcel will be increased
further by encroaching on the setbacks and reducing the buffers and number of trees.  

The subject property is unique because of its relative size and aesthetic appeal just beyond the
gate on our island’s main road.  The development standards are designed to retain those
important benefits for the entire Seabrook community.  These environmental and aesthetic
values do not need to be compromised to meet the Club's ideal number of pickleball courts.    

Summary:  The Club is not requesting a variance to build pickleball courts and parking spaces
generally.  Current zoning already allows for those facilities.  The Club is requesting a
variance to build a specific number of additional parking spaces and a specific number of
pickleball courts.  The BZA has no obligation to approve a variance just to allow the Club to
build the number of new courts that the Club deems optimal for its members.  The parcel in
question could accommodate some additional parking and courts without a variance.  The
Club’s request for a variance to build its optimal number of new facilities does not meet the
Board’s standards to approve a variance for that purpose.

Richard Wildermann
3138 Privateer Creek Road
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