
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

DATE: 

Neighboring Property Owners 

Tyler Newman, Zoning Administrator 

Variance Request for 3237 Middle Dam Ct. (Variance #185) 

March 20, 2024 

Dear Property Owner: 

The purpose of this letter is to notify you that the owners of 3237 MIDDLE DAM COURT have requested VARIANCES 
from the zoning requirements of the Town’s Development Standards Ordinance (DSO). The specific variance 
requests are:  

• 1) A VARIANCE FROM DSO § 5.3.B, RESIDENTIAL SETBACKS, TO ALLOW FOR 115.1 SQUARE FEET OF
SCREEN PORCH ADDITION TO ENCROACH 5 FEET AND ½ INCH INTO THE REQUIRED 25-FOOT REAR YARD
SETBACK, 2) A VARIANCE FROM DSO § 5.3.B, RESIDENTIAL SETBACKS, TO ALLOW FOR 81.9 SQUARE FEET
OF COVERED DECK TO ENCROACH 5 FEET AND ½ INCH INTO THE REQUIRED 25-FOOT REAR YARD
SETBACK, AND 3) A VARIANCE FROM DSO § 5.3.B, RESIDENTIAL SETBACKS, TO ALLOW FOR 293.5
SQUARE FEET OF POOL TO ENCROACH 15 FEET AND ½ INCH INTO THE REQUIRED 25-FOOT REAR YARD
SETBACK.

A copy of the variance application is enclosed for your information. 

The Seabrook Island Board of Zoning Appeals will hold a PUBLIC HEARING on the variance request at the date and 
time listed below. This notification is being provided to you pursuant to Section § 20.70.40 of the DSO. 

PUBLIC HEARING DATE:  Wednesday, April 24, 2024 
PUBLIC HEARING TIME:  1:00 PM 
PUBLIC HEARING LOCATION: TOWN HALL (2001 SEABROOK ISLAND ROAD) 

For information on how to submit a public comment during (or prior to) the Public Hearing, please refer to the 
attached Public Hearing Notice.  

The Public Hearing will be live streamed on the town’s YouTube channel beginning at 1:00 PM at the following 
address: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIkF87knEApHD1q0kGlaGZg .  

If you have any questions about the contents of this letter, please feel free to contact me by phone at (843) 768-
9121 or by email at tnewman@townofseabrookisland.org. 

Sincerely, 

Tyler Newman 
Zoning Administrator 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIkF87knEApHD1q0kGlaGZg
mailto:tnewman@townofseabrookisland.org


TOWN OF SEABROOK ISLAND, SC 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

The Town of Seabrook Island Board of Zoning Appeals will conduct a Public Hearing at 1:00 p.m. on April 
24, 2024, at Seabrook Island Town Hall (2001 Seabrook Island Road). During the meeting, the Board will 
consider the following request for variance from the Development Standards Ordinance for the Town of 
Seabrook Island: 

APPLICATION # 185 
APPLICANT: Mr. & Mrs. Steve Althoff (Owners), Michael Karamus (Applicant) 
ADDRESS: 3237 Middle Dam Court 
TAX MAP NUMBER: 147-12-00-048 
ZONING DISTRICT: R-SF2 Residential 
CODE SECTION: §5.3.B, Residential Setback (rear yard setback) 
VARIANCE REQUEST: 1) To allow for 115.1 square feet of screen porch addition to encroach 5 
feet ½ inch into the required 25-foot rear yard setback, 2) to allow for 81.9 square feet of 
covered deck to encroach 5 feet and ½ inch into the required 25-foot rear yard setback, and 3) 
to allow for 293.5 square feet of pool to encroach 15 feet and ½ inch into the required 25-foot 
rear yard setback.  

The meeting will be open to the public. Documents relating to the variance request may be viewed at 
Town Hall during regular business hours or on the town’s website at www.townofseabrookisland.org. 

Participate Virtually: Individuals who wish to participate in Public Hearing via Zoom may call (843) 768-
9121 or email kwatkins@townofseabrookisland.org for log-in information. 

Submit a Written Comment: Individuals who wish to submit a comment in advance of the Public 
Hearing may do so in writing by 12:00 pm on the day of the meeting using one of the following options: 

• ONLINE: https://www.townofseabrookisland.org/variance-185.html
• EMAIL: tnewman@townofseabrookisland.org
• MAIL: Town of Seabrook Island, 2001 Seabrook Island Road, Seabrook Island, SC 29455

Watch Live Stream Video: The meeting will be live streamed on the town’s YouTube channel beginning 
at 1:00 p.m. at https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIkF87knEApHD1q0kGlaGZg.  

More Information: For more information, please call (843) 768-9121. 
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6. APPLICATION MATERIALS

In addition to the completed Variance Application Form, all requests for variance must be accompanied by the 
supplemental  materials  listed  below.  An  application  is  not  considered  “complete”  until  all  required 
documentation has been received by the Zoning Administrator. Below is a checklist of the required materials: 

Completed & Signed Variance Application Form (Paper Required; PDF Optional) 
x Please submit one completed paper application. All signatures must be original.

$300.00 Application Fee 
x The application fee may be paid by cash or check only.

As‐Built Survey / Survey of Existing Conditions (Paper Required; PDF Optional)
x All applications must be accompanied by an as‐built survey which accurately illustrates the

existing conditions on the property, including setback measurements for all structures.
Proposed Site Plan (Paper & PDF Required) 

x Required for all new structures and/or exterior modifications which will change the footprint of
one or more existing structures.

x For lots abutting a marsh or beachfront jurisdictional line, the location of the critical line must be
certified by OCRM within the previous five (5) years.

Scaled Architectural Drawings: (Paper & PDF Required) 
x Required for all new structures and/or exterior modifications to existing structures.
x Architectural drawings must show, at a minimum:

o A detailed floor plan or plan view; and
o Front, side and rear elevations, as appropriate.

Letter of Approval from Property Owners Association and/or Regime: (Paper Required; PDF Optional) 
x Required for all properties which are subject to private restrictions and/or covenants.
x If approval is pending, please attach a Letter of Acknowledgement from the POA and/or Regime.

Letters of support, petitions, photographs, and any other documentation which an Applicant feels may  
support his or her request may be attached but are not required. (Paper & Digital Files Optional) 

CRITERIA FOR REVIEW 

Pursuant to Section 6‐29‐800(A)(2) of the SC Code of Laws, the Board of Zoning Appeals has the power to hear 
and decide appeals for variance from the requirements of the zoning ordinance when strict application of the 
provisions of the ordinance would result in unnecessary hardship. A variance may be granted in an individual 
case of unnecessary hardship if the board makes and explains in writing the following findings: 

(a) there are extraordinary and exceptional conditions pertaining to the particular piece of property;

(b) these conditions do not generally apply to other property in the vicinity;

(c) because of these conditions, the application of the ordinance to the particular piece of property would
effectively prohibit or unreasonably restrict the utilization of the property; and

(d) the authorization of a variance will not be of substantial detriment to adjacent property or to the public
good, and the character of the district will not be harmed by the granting of the variance.

The  board may  not  grant  a  variance,  the  effect  of which would  be  to  allow  the  establishment  of  a  use  not 
otherwise permitted in a zoning district, to extend physically a nonconforming use of land or to change the zoning 
district boundaries shown on the official zoning map. The fact that property may be utilized more profitably, if a 
variance is granted, may not be considered grounds for a variance. Other requirements may be prescribed by the 
zoning ordinance. 

In granting a variance,  the board may attach to  it  such conditions regarding  the  location, character, or other 
features of the proposed building, structure, or use as the board may consider advisable to protect established 
property values in the surrounding area or to promote the public health, safety, or general welfare. 
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OWNERSHIP AND USE OF DOCUMENTS
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THESE DRAWINGS & SPECIFICATIONS ARE THE INSTRUMENTS OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICES  
PROVIDED BY MICHAEL E. KARAMUS ARCHITECT, L.L.C. AS SUCH,THESE DRAWINGS 
ARE NOT TO BE USED OR REPRODUCED, EITHER IN PART OR WHOLLY BY ANY PATIES FOR 
ANY USE OTHER THAN THE PROJECT DESCRIBED HEREIN. ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED  
IN THESE DOCUMENTS, BOTH WRITTEN AND VISUAL, IS AND SHALL REMAIN THE PROPERTY 
OF MICHAEL E. KARAMUS ARCHITECT, L.L.C..

MICHAEL E. KARAMUS 
ARCHITECT, L.L.C. 

SC 2404

Additions & 
Alterations 
to Existing 
Residence

P. O. Box 236 
Johns Island, SC 29457

Mr. Steve Althoff 
3237 Middle Dam Ct. 
Seabrook Island, SC

MARCH 15, 2024

NOTE:
ALL SITE INFORMATION HAS BEEN TAKEN
FROM A SURVEY DATED 7/7/23, PREPARED 
BY JAMES G. PENNINGTON, P.L.S. #10291 FOR
PALMETTO LAND SURVEYING INC., CO0382.
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